
 
PhD Assistantship in Entomology and Landscape Genetics.  
 
Subject to final funding approval.   
 
Seeking a highly motivated and qualified student to pursue the study of populations of native 
insects linked to the ecological communities specific to the Palouse Prairie, now existing 
exclusively as widely distributed small remnants.  Target populations will be key pollinators, 
specialist herbivores affecting predominant plant species and other indicator species.  Research 
will focus on: 1) determining the genetic diversity and structure of arthropod populations, 2) 
examining how behavioral and ecological correlates of genetic structure influence level of 
landscape connectivity, and 3) assessing elements required to sustain connectivity as part of 
conservation plans.  In addition, the student will conduct collaborative research to examine 
interdisciplinary aspects of conservation of Palouse Prairie within a dynamic, human dominated 
landscape, with team members in fields such as soil science, conservation/restoration plant 
ecology, virus ecology, and rural and community economics.   
 
Contact Sanford D. Eigenbrode (sanforde@uidaho.edu <mailto:sanforde@uidaho.edu> )  
or Lisette Waits (lwaits@uidaho.edu). 
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