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                        Media Release

CES offers program on estate planning and end-of-life issues

A program developed by the __________________________  (your organization name) Cooperative Extension Service (CES) on estate planning and end-of-life issues will be presented __________ (dates) from __________ to __________ (times) at the __________ (location) in __________ (town).


Called “Legally Secure Your Financial Future: Organize, Communicate, Prepare,” it will feature talks by CES Educator/Specialist __________, attorney __________, and health care professional __________.


To register for the event, which costs __________, contact __________ by _______(date) at __________ (phone number) or __________ (e-mail address).


According to _______________ (your name),  _______________] (your title), a large proportion of Americans die without a will or an advanced health directive. “Many people believe that property will automatically pass on to their heirs without complications,” (she or he) notes.


“Some people just never get around to making legal arrangements to protect their survivors. Others have the mistaken belief that assets have to be of a certain size before the heirs will be affected by a tax liability, the idea that estate planning is not important for young parents, concerns about the cost of preparing wills and important documents, and discomfort about discussing end-of-life issues with family members,”  _______ (your last name) explains.


(She or he) says information will be presented to participants to help them understand the kinds of personal information to gather, organize, and store so that family members can easily access them; recognize the legal documents that are essential in estate planning; realize the importance of family communication about legal issues; know how to select and work with an attorney; and learn how to prepare a plan to protect, distribute, and transfer their assets.
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