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Commonly Asked Questions of Attorneys



1.
What legal action can I take now to make sure that my spouse will be financially secure upon my death?


2.
Who would be a reliable person for me to appoint to manage our financial affairs if my surviving spouse was unable to do it?


3.
In the event that I should delegate someone to manage the financial affairs of my estate, what would happen if that person turned out to be unsuitable for some reason? Would my spouse have the flexibility to make a change?


4.
When I retire, I want to make sure that both my spouse and I are financially secure. What are the legal steps I need to take to accomplish that goal?


5.
How can I make certain that one of my heirs, who is incapacitated, will be secure financially?


6.
What legal steps should I take now to make certain that our family business will be kept in the family?


7.
What type of trust fund or other arrangements do I need to make to provide for my heirs’ education?


8.
Is it possible to make a provision for my heirs (including my in-laws) to assist them in beginning a new business of their own? 


9.
What can I do to minimize the estate taxes if my spouse were to die first? Also to minimize the estate taxes for heirs on the estate of both my spouse and myself?


10.
What needs to be done to nominate guardians, conservators, or trustees for any minor children?


11.
Are personal representatives of an estate necessary, and how are they nominated?


12.
How are expenses of an estate settlement, taxes, and other debts paid, and what arrangements do I need to make to handle them?


13.
If I want to provide for my heirs in an equitable manner, and not necessarily in an equal manner, how do I need to handle this? And how can I make sure that some undeserving heirs do not inherit any of my property?


14.
How can I make sure that there will be some assets available to my children after the death of my spouse; and in the same manner, in the event of my son’s or daughter’s death, how can I ensure that my grandchildren will receive the assets that are theirs?


15.
What is the best way to transfer specific property to specific heirs?


16.
Are there any penalties or limitations on giving a gift to my heirs in my lifetime and what is the most financially feasible way of doing so?


17.
Is it a good idea to dispose of income property during my lifetime in order to reduce income taxes?


18.
Is the best way to legally transfer property to another person during my lifetime by selling it on an installment plan?


19.
What provision do I need to make in my will to provide a scholarship to my favorite university, or to make a bequest to charity or other organization?


20.
What steps do I need to take to take full advantage of the marital deduction?


21.
What is the best way to minimize the probate estate?


22.
What legal steps do I need to take to assure that my business, farm, or ranch will be continued after I am deceased? And what is the best way to review current operation and ownership of a farm, ranch, or other business?


23.
In case I am disabled, what is the safest way to nominate an agent to be my Power of Attorney?


24.
How is a guardian nominated in case of a guardianship proceeding?


25.
If I want to make a decision before any illness about life support systems, what are the proper forms that I need to complete and where should these be kept?


26.
In the event that I should become ill and incapacitated physically or mentally, how would I nominate someone to make decisions in regard to my care?
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