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Fifty Publicity Ideas

1. Know your program content inside and out, so you can “sell it” on a moment’s notice.

2. Maintain a list of former participants; they are good prospects for further programs & products. 

3. Develop & use a distinctive business card that promotes your programs.

4. Develop a two-minute commercial you can recite.

5. Cultivate the art of talking to people. 

6. Cultivate and produce mailing lists; use direct mail to these contacts. 

7. Read local magazines and newspapers to identify community program opportunities. 

8. Advertise by word-of-mouth. 

9. Give away specialty items that include your name & a program invitation--pens, calendars, etc. 

10. Make your own or join networks. 

11. Develop an informational brochure. 

12. Learn the fundamentals of selling & use them. 

13. Make a video production for cable TV. 

14. Use a recall system to encourage clients to come back again; send reminder postcards. 

15. Develop a portfolio to use in client presentations. 

16. Write a newspaper column or a magazine or journal article on your program.

17. Make reprints of the article and use them as handouts.

18. Get involved in political, professional, civic, recreational and social organizations to develop business contacts. 

19. Develop a coupon system to exchange for educational programs.

20. Promote your program with banners.

21. Give a free demonstration. 

22. Get written references from satisfied clients; use them for promotion to others. 

23. Give speeches to organizations in your community. 

24. Present a program at a community college or a school parents’ night. 

25. Give and attend open houses; network there. 

26. Take a genuine interest in former clients--call them. 

27. Ask satisfied clients for referrals. 

28. Send thank-you notes. 

29. Advertise in the Yellow Pages. 

30. Send engraved announcements whenever you do something big. 

31. Send birthday or celebration cards to clients reminding them of their program goals. 

32. Nourish your network of business contacts--don't let them whither. 

33. Return all telephone calls. 

34. Send a marketing letter to your peers, people in related professions, your prospects and influential people. 

35. Write a booklet. 

36. Make liberal use of news releases and public service announcements. 

37. Ask to appear on local radio or TV. 

38. Do a survey of past clients to get feedback and hear their ideas. 

39. Telephone newspaper editors and suggest story ideas. 

40. Create a media event--for example, a conference--and invite the press. 

41. Get a booth at a trade show. 

42. Buy personalized license plates that say what you do. 

43. Ask a support group of ten other professionals to promote your program & do the same for them. Refer to each other. 

44. Team up with someone & offer complementary services. 

45. Get listed in service and trade directories. 

46. Subscribe to and advertise in specialized newsletters, journals and magazines. 

47. Sponsor a community event. 

48. Take a millionaire to lunch--ask for her ideas. 

49. When someone asks for your help, say “yes.”

50. Finally, believe in yourself, others will too.

By Wendy Douglass, Colorado State University Cooperative Extension, former Marketing Specialist, September 2004.
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