
It has been a beautiful spring and summer thus far on the 

Palouse. As you will see from the events described in this 

newsletter, we have been busy over the past several 

months. My congratulations go to Stephen Devadoss who 

currently was awarded the Western Association of Agri-

cultural Economics Teaching Award, and to Jeff Luck-

stead who was awarded the Outstanding Thesis Award 

from the same association. 

On behalf of our national organization, the Agricultural and Applied Economics Asso-

ciation, I would like to invite you to check out our free online policy magazine, Choices.  

Each quarterly issue of Choices contains two themes, each of which highlight the policy 

implications of a particular aspect of agricultural and applied economics. Choices is free 

to read online at www.choicesmagazine.org. The current issue examines emerging is-

sues in food safety, and emerging countries and their economies. 

larryv@uidaho.edu 

A Note from Dr. Van Tassell  
June 2009 
Volume 9, Issue 2 

  Whatõs Happening 
in  AERS  

University of Idaho 

Department of Agricultural 

Economics and Rural 

Sociology  

Awards 4 

Presentations / 

Trips   

3-4 

Publications 2 

Grants 2,4 

Field Trip 5,6 

Noteworthy 

News 

1-2, 

4,8-9 

Photo Page 7 

In this Newsletter  

Stylishly pictured are Ashley Harold,  

Katy Wunsch,  and Whitney Plant 

from the Agribusiness Field Trip. 

See more in this issue! 

Want to Explore UI Degrees?  

How about starting with Agribusiness at  

http://www.uidaho.edu/cals/aers/agribusiness.aspx 

 

and Agricultural Economics at  

http://www.uidaho.edu/cals/aers/Agricultural%20Economics.aspx 

 

Agribusiness 

Learn about business management, marketing, trade policy, finance and communica-

tion in the context of agriculture and the food industry. 

Agricultural Economics 

Learn to apply the tools of economics to analyze problems and reach solutions in 

agriculture, the food industry, community development, natural resources, interna-

tional trade and related fields.  
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Publications  

Commencement  

 B.S AgEcon /Agribusiness majors  

Dana Bish  Ashley Harold  

Danielle Breeding Matthew Renfrow 

Jared Cocking  Jake Silver  

Kierin Doherty  Travis Uptmor  

 

 M.S. AgEcon /Applied Economics majors  

Jude Bayham Jeff Luckstead  

Gina Greenway  Brett Schiller  

Brian Jemmett Ruby Stroschein  

December 2008 - May 2009 

Summer 2009 Kate Painter and Jodi Maynard-Johnson were 

notified in May that their joint UI-WSU-OSU 

grant entitled ñSustainable Dryland Organic Farm-

ing Systems in the Pacific Northwestò has been 

funded at 95% of the requested $1 million. They 

will work on the Boyd organic farm near the WA-

ID border and with the Idaho Organic Feed Grow-

ers group of 80 growers near Fairfield, ID. 

 

Also in May, Kate Painter received two more 

grants: One from the Sun Grant Initiative, entitled 

Exploring Field Crop Biomass Sources for Use in 

Pacific Ethanolôs Boardman Oregon Cellulosic 

Ethanol Plant, under PI Russ Karrow, OSU, at 

$500,000. And one entitled Assessing Environ-

mental and Economic Trade-offs of Residue Re-

moval in Dryland Cropping Systems, under PI 

Dave Huggins, WSU, $200,000 from USDA-

STEEP. 

Grants  

ABOVE: Flanking Aaron Johnson in the BioTech Interaction 

Court: left to right:  Brian Jemmett, Jude Bayham, Kim Castelin, 

Jeff Luckstead, Elliott Toevs, Cynthia Lin . 

LEFT: Brian, Elliott , and Cynthia work with Larry Makus in the 

Court under the sunroof. 

We recently snapped a few shots of our  

graduate students on hand for photo ops. 

Donôt they look grand! 


