
Tis the season for recognition! Iôd like to congratulate the 

faculty, staff, and students that have received awards over 

the past couple of months that you will read about in this 

newsletter. Iôd also like to thank those who took time out 

of their busy schedules to write letters of support for their 

nominations. Special congratulations to Walt Butcher and 

Paul Patterson for receiving Distinguished Alumni 

Awards from the college this past week. 

Talking about alumni, we have just about completed our alumni survey. We have re-

ceived approximately 200 completed surveys with excellent feedback regarding the 

value of their education. We also received 124 completed post cards from alumni who 

wish to be more involved with the department. It is great to see the support we have 

from our former students. We will share some of the results in the next few newsletters. 

Have a great summer! 

larryv@uidaho.edu 
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University of Idaho 

Neil Rimbey (left)

received the Out-

standing Achievement 

Award for Research/

Academia at the Soci-

ety for Range Manage-

ment ceremony, Febru-

ary 11, Albuquerque, 

NM. The Society are professionals and rangeland users 

working with productive, sustainable rangeland ecosys-

tems who promote the professional development and 

continuing education of members and the public and 

the stewardship of rangeland resources.  
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Noteworthy 1,4,5 

In this Newsletter  

Paul Patterson received a $3,500 grant 

from the Snake River Sugar Research Com-

mittee to study the economics of sugarbeet 

strip tillage. 

Jeff Luckstead re-

ceived the Gamma 

Sigma Delta  Out-

standing Graduate Stu-

dent Award. With Jeff 

is Stephen Devadoss, 

his major professor. 

mailto:larryv@uidaho.edu
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January  

On January 22, Paul Patterson participated in or con-

ducted these workshops at the Idaho Potato Confer-

ence, Pocatello, ID: 

Developing and Analyzing Production Costs. Paul 

Patterson. 

Long Term Impacts of Short Rotations. Bryan 

Hopkins and Paul Patterson. 

Economics of Organic Potato Production. Joe 

Guenthner, Gina Greenway and Paul Patterson. 

In January, Paul Patterson gave these presentations: 

Fine-tuning Your Production Costs Using U of I 

Farm Business Management Decision Tools. Pres-

entation with Ben Eborn at the UI Farm Business 

Management School, Idaho Falls, ID.  

Potato Fertilizer Economics. Far West Agribusi-

ness Association Idaho Winter Conference, Jack-

pot, NV, January 6. 

Should You Grow Sugarbeets? Economics of 

Growing Sugarbeets in Southern Idaho: A Gross 

Margin Analysis. The 2009 Snake River Sugarbeet 

Conference, Twin Falls, ID, January 9.  

Are $10 Potatoes in Your Future? Not the Price, 

But the Cost to Raise Them. UI 2009 Potato Con-

ference and Ag Expo, Pocatello, ID, January 21-22.  

Economics of Fertilizer Use. UI 2009 Potato Con-

ference and Ag Expo with Jeff Stark, Pocatello, ID, 

January 21-22.   

Accessing, Understanding and Using University of 

Idaho Crop Costs and Returns Estimates. 2009 An-

nual Winter Meeting of the Idaho/Utah Chapter of 

the American Society of Farm Managers and Rural 

Appraisers, Idaho Falls, ID, January 30.  

Joe Guenthner gave these presentations in January:  

Competition for Acres. Potato Expo 2009, San An-

tonio, TX, January 8.  

Changing Markets. Idaho Potato Conference in 

Pocatello, ID, January 21.  

Organic Potato Markets. Economics of Organic 

Potatoesô Workshop. UI 2009 Idaho Potato Confer-

ence in Pocatello, ID, January 22.  

Presentations  &  Trips  

February   

Levan Elbakidze: Estimating Economic Value of 

Forecast Based Conditional Pea Aphid Control in Cool 

Season Food Legume Production. Cool Season Food 

Legume Research Program in Moscow, ID, February 4. 

Joe Guenthner: Potato Economic Outlook. Southern 

Rocky Mountain Agricultural and Trade Fair in Monte 

Vista, CO, February 11. 

Neil Rimbey, Ron Torgerson, Scott Chamberlain, Kim 

Christy, and E. Bruce Godfrey: Establishment of a 

grazing fee system for Utah Trust Lands: Analysis and 

Recommendations. Society for Range Management 

62nd Annual Meeting, February 12, Albuquerque, NM. 

Levan Elbakidze and Garth Taylor : Conjunctive Wa-

ter Management in the Snake River Plain Aquifer. 

W2133 annual meeting in  Austin, TX, February 19. 

Aaron Johnson attended the Idaho Ag Summit in 

Boise, ID, February 23-24 for Industry connections.  

March  

Neil Rimbey: Wildfire Economics: Ranch-Level Im-

pacts (2008). Idaho Senate Resources Committee. 

March 2, Boise, ID. 

Kate Painter: Evaluating Policy Alternatives to En-

courage Biofuel Production in the State of Washington. 

The first National Sun Grant Energy conference, March 

10-13, Washington DC. Stephen Devadoss and Steve 

Cooke are modeling impacts for the Idaho portion of 

this study. The Sun Grant Initiative, sponsored by the 

USDA, DOE, and the Department of Transportation, is 

a national network of land grant universities and na-

tional laboratories studying bioenergy, biofuels, and 

related rural development. http://www.sungrant.org/   

Neil Rimbey: State Land Policy Changes: Comments 

and Suggestions (2008). Livestock Work Group.  

March 11, Boise, ID. 

Paul Paterson: Managing Production Costs. UI East-

ern Idaho Forage School, Rexburg, ID, March 11. 

http://www.sungrant.org/
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CALS Awards  

We are pleased recognize Paul Patterson (left) and Walt Butcher (right) for receiving Dis-

tinguished Alumni Achievement Awards at the CALS Spring Banquet. Paul is our faculty at 

the Idaho Falls Research and Extension Center with areas of expertise in farm management, 

marketing, cost of production, FINPACK, sustainable agriculture, irrigation, and Extension. 

Walt is an AERS alumnus and active supporter of the department, Professor Emeritus of Agricultural Economics at 

WSU, and an independent consultant and advisor in agricultural development and natural resource management. 

Also acknowledged were AERS Outstanding Graduate Student, Jude Bayham, and the Outstanding West-

ern Agricultural Economics Association Senior from the department, Ashley Harold.  Jude has been re-

searching Biofuels, is graduating this summer, and then pursuing a PhD at WSU. Ashley 

is one of eighteen nationally selected university students and essay winners on Ag as a 

Career, who will attend the USDAôs 2009 Agricultural Outlook Forum in Arlington, VA.  

Eight academic departments submit department students, faculty, and staff 

where one from each category is selected as the college award winners. 

AERS student, Whitney Plant (left below) was selected as the CALS Capi-

tal Press Outstanding Junior in Agriculture. Whitney is a double major 

who won the sophomore award last year in Agricultural Educationð

back to back wins by a star student. AERS took the wins for the Out-

standing Academic Advisor, Larry Makus (far right), and for the R.M. 

Wade Excellence in Teaching, Chris McIntosh (near right). We have 

won the teaching award three years in a row, with Stephen Devadoss and Joe Guenthner 

previously awarded. 

Nominated for college awards were the departmentôs choice for categories in: Andrew Line, Outstanding Freshman;  

Erinn Argo, Outstanding  Sophomore; William Brewer, Outstanding Senior; and Victoria Seever, Outstanding Support 

Staff. All three of these students share being an Ag Ambassador, active in the Agribusiness Club, and high academic 

achievement.  

Asiseh, F. and Y. Bolotova. Community Attributes Influencing Location and Growth of Small Food Manufacturing 

Businesses in the US Pacific Northwest. 2008 Western Agricultural Economics Association Annual Meeting selected 

paper abstract, Journal of Agricultural and Resource Economics, 33(3), December 2008: p. 503. 

Devadoss, S. and J. Luckstead. ñContribution of Immigrant Farm Workers to California Vegetable Production,ò Jour-

nal of Agricultural and Applied Economics, 40(3) 2008: 879-894. 

Dibrell, C., Craig, J., Moores, K., Johnson, A., & Davis, P.S. (Spring 2009). Factors Critical in Overcoming the Liability 

of Newness: Highlighting the Role of Family. Forthcoming, Journal of Private Equity. http://www.iijournals.com/JPE/

default.asp?Page=2&ISS=25305&SID=717325 

Idaho at a Glance: Rural Education 2009 / Christy Dearien, Debbie Gray, Priscilla Salant. Available online at 

www.ag.uidaho.edu/uicsc/ruraled. 

Publications  

http://www.iijournals.com/JPE/default.asp?Page=2&ISS=25305&SID=717325
http://www.iijournals.com/JPE/default.asp?Page=2&ISS=25305&SID=717325
http://www.ag.uidaho.edu/uicsc/ruraled


  Courses/Workshops  

Awards  

Idaho Association of Natural Resource & Community Development Extension Professionals 2009 Outstanding Edu-

cational Materials ï Data Tools Web Page. Extension Community Development Topic Team/Data Tools Team. Bar-

bara Bromley-Brody, Extension Educator; Christy Dearien, Research Associate; Ben Eborn, Extension Educator; 

Luke Erickson, Extension Educator; Debbie Gray, Research Analyst; Lyle Hansen, Extension Educator; Sarah 

Howe, Extension Educator; Mary Schmidt, Extension Educator; Garth Taylor, Associate Professor; Sue Traver, 

Extension Educator.  Website: http://extension.ag.uidaho.edu/communitydevelopment/datatools/ 

Cynthia (Fangxin) Lin , AERS graduate student, trans-

lated an article in the China Agricultural Economic Re-

view on agricultural and rural development. Published 

this spring, it analyzes grain price and production, and 

constraints on resources, especially land and water. 

http://www.emeraldinsight.com/Insight/viewContentIte

m.do;jsessionid=9131F1A2F6C3764B29C5CA87F0B21

162?contentType=Article&contentId=1769239 
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2 Degrees Northwest: Where Art and 

Economics Meet  

Have you noticed in the news lately that weôve become a patron of the 

arts on the Palouse? Check out http://www.2dnw.org/  and see how  

Elizabeth Carney (left) and Lorie Higgins (right) have launched a mis-

sion to support and create opportunities for arts-based economic develop-

ment. Higgins doubles as a community development specialist at the UI 

and both she and Elizabeth are very busy members of our department. 

Redeveloping depressed economies through a rich connection to the land-

scape and the people who make a living from it is a strategy for diversity 

and success within the 2 Degrees Northwest program. Come see coopera-

tive marketing at work in the new store and business incubator at 210 S. 

Main Street, Tuesday-Saturday 10-6, for art, fine crafts, and foods. Itôs a 

shared space with the Moscow Fly Shop.   

Stephen Devadoss taught a Computable General Equi-

librium Class which started in February and ran a 

month.  Phil Watson lectured one period. This was an 

intensive class with quite a bit of reading and use of 

GAMS. The course was taken by AERS students and a 

faculty from the School of Economic Sciences at WSU.  

BrightStar Consultants conducted Grantwriting for  

Horizons Communities, March 2-4, Moscow, ID.  This 

was a 3-day intensive grant-writing workshop for  

Horizons communities in north and north-central Idaho 

with 35 attendees, including UI Extension Educators 

and BSCI faculty and staff. It was funded by the North-

west Area Foundation Horizons Alumni  

Follow-up Grant under the guidance of Priscilla Salant 

and Debbie Gray; Debbie organized the workshop. 

Stephen Devadoss 

(second from right) 

was awarded the UI 

Graduate Advising 

Excellence and UI 

Teaching Excel-

lence Awards. Shar-

ing the joy at the 

awards banquet are his students: Jeff Luckstead, Lin 

Wang, Martin Kuffel, and Tim Nadreau. 

http://extension.ag.uidaho.edu/communitydevelopment/datatools/
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/Insight/viewContentItem.do;jsessionid=9131F1A2F6C3764B29C5CA87F0B21162?contentType=Article&contentId=1769239
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/Insight/viewContentItem.do;jsessionid=9131F1A2F6C3764B29C5CA87F0B21162?contentType=Article&contentId=1769239
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/Insight/viewContentItem.do;jsessionid=9131F1A2F6C3764B29C5CA87F0B21162?contentType=Article&contentId=1769239
http://www.2dnw.org/

