
It has been an eventful few months. As you will see in this 

newsletter, we have recently added three new faculty to the 

department. Please take the opportunity of welcoming them 

into the college. 

I would also like to congratulate Joe Guenthner on being 

presented the University of Idahoôs Excellence in Teaching 

Award.  

The department plans on taking a week-long tour of southern Idaho during May to meet 

with constituents and visit production facilities and natural resource sites. We hope to be 

able to visit with a few of you along the way. Have a great spring! 
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Abelardo Rodriguez is an Assistant Professor in 

Community Economic Development. Prior to the UI, 

he performed consultant work 

and received his PhD from 

Colorado State University. He 

will be working in Outreach 

with entities active in  

economic development and 

researching issues in Idaho and 

the Pacific Northwest.  
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In this Newsletter  

Assistant Professor,  Levan Elbakidze, 

Natural Resource Economics, was an 

Assistant Professor at Texas A&M  

University and received his PhD from 

Texas A&M. He will be teaching  

undergraduate and graduate courses,  

advising, and research critical to Idaho, the Pacific North-

west, and western states (water use, soil conservation, and 

alternative energy sources). 

In Community and Land Use Economics, Philip Watson, Assistant 

Professor, was a Regional Economist at National Oceanographic and 

Atmospheric Administration and received his PhD from Colorado 

State University. He is a part of the Building Sustainable Communi-

ties Initiative, a collaborative effort with seven UI colleges, seven 

academic departments, and UI Extension, and he will be teaching 

bioregional planning at the graduate and undergraduate levels. 

 

 

New Faculty in AERS  
 

*            *  *     *     *  *            * 

*            *  *     *     *  *            * 

*        *   *   *        * 

 



 Joe Guenthner has been chosen to receive the Univer-

sity of Idaho's Annual Award for Teaching Excellence, 2008. 

(You may remember that he received the CALS R.M. Wade 

Award for Teaching Excellence last year .) 

Awards  

CALS Awards  

The CALS Spring Banquet on April 21 will acknowledge the 

efforts of its many people through an awards process that culmi-

nated in March. Units select students, staff, and faculty for out-

standing service. Special recognitions are also given. Join us in 

congratulating everyone nominated and to be awarded. Our 

nominees are: 

Erinn Argo , Capital Press Outstanding Freshman in Agriculture 

  Danielle Breeding , Outstanding Senior  

    Bill Brewer , Capital Press Outstanding Junior in Agriculture 

      Stephen Devadoss , R.M. Wade Excellence in Teaching 

        Michele Mattoon , Management Support Staff 

          Chris McIntosh , Outstanding Academic Advisor 

            Melissa Obermeyer , Outstanding Sophomore 

              Victoria Seever , Support Staff 

At the CALS Spring Banquet, we will present 

the Western Agricultural Economics Associa-

tion Graduate Student Award to 

Jeff Luckstead (left) and the 

Undergraduate Award to 

Travis Lammers (below). In 

March, our faculty selected Jeff 

and Travis for outstanding edu-

cational accomplishments.  

Last fall, Jeff received the Iddings Research 

Fellowship and has been working on projects 

related to the impacts of immigrant workers in 

the farm sector and perennial crop supply re-

sponse. Along with academics, he participates 

in the 60 and 110 meter hurtle with UI track. 

Travis is President of the Agri-

business Club, a teaching assis-

tant for AgEc 289 and AgEc 356, 

and will be taking a position after 

May graduation with Northwest  

Farm Credit Services in Twin 

Falls, following an Internship 

with NWFCS the summer 2007. 

WAEA Student Awards  

 

 

AgEc 410:  

Experiencing the Idaho Public Policy Making Process ðLegislative Tour  

Once again, senior-level students who enrolled in this annual course had a great opportunity to prepare for and experi-

ence a field trip to Boiseôs legislative environment January 20-23. Dr. Chris McIntosh and Dr. Stephen Cooke led the 

tour that exposed students  to the lobbying process and how it affects agricultural economics and policies. Students love 

the trip and find it eye-opening and relevant. They get to see the nitty-gritty aspects of policy-making and its relationship 

with agricultural producers. Most students have an agriculture background and are keenly interested and aware of the 

content they are experiencing in the tour. They come away feeling that politics at this level is very hands-on and accessi-

ble. The tour expands classroom experiences into the world of working agriculture and policies in the legislative arena. 

The tour is well-coordinated by Rick Waitley of Food Producers. Students meet with representatives from Idaho Wool 

Growers, Idaho Grain Producers Association, Idaho Sugarbeet Growers, and USDA agencies. They visit legislative com-

mittees, and on this trip, talked with Senator Larry Craig and Representative Bill Sali.  They also engage with Idaho leg-

islators and enjoy dinner with them. 

This trip was featured in AgKnowledge, available at http://info.ag.uidaho.edu/AgKnowledge/AgKnow224.pdf             

(Pictured above: Governorôs signature machine, 2007) 

Activities of Interest  
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Publications  

Bolotova, Yuliya, A. Karasev and Christopher S. McIntosh. ñEconomic Analysis of the Laboratory 

Methods Used to Detect Potato Virus Y.ò AERS #08-01, February 2008. http://www.ag.uidaho.edu/

aers/PDF/AERS/2008/AERS08-01.pdf 

Bolotova, Yuliya and Paul E. Patterson. ñContractural Relations in Production and Marketing of Potatoes, Barely and 

Wheat in Idaho: A Procedure for an Empirical Analysis.ò The Journal of Food Distribution Research: Proceedings Is-

sue, Volume 39, Number 1, 2008. 

Muthusamy, Kalamani, Christopher S. McIntosh, Yuliya  Bolotova and Paul E. Patterson. ñPrice Behavior of Idaho 

Potatoes: 1987-2007.ò AERS #08-02, February 2008. http://www.ag.uidaho.edu/aers/PDF/AERS/2008/AERS08-02.pdf 

Patterson, Paul E. ñEconomic Comparison of Forage Crops for the Magic Valley.ò Idaho Alfalfa and Forage Confer-

ence Proceedings, February 26-27, 2008, University of Idaho Cooperative Extension. 

Patterson, Paul E. ñ2007 Cost of Potato Production Comparisons for Idaho Commercial Potato Production.ò AEES #08

-02, January 2008. http://www.ag.uidaho.edu/aers/PDF/AEES/2008/AEES08-02.pdf  

Patterson, Paul E.  ñIdaho Crop Input Price Summary for 2007.ò AEES #08-04, February 2008. http://

www.ag.uidaho.edu/aers/PDF/AEES/2008/AEES08-04.pdf  

Patterson, Paul E. and Neil R. Rimbey. ñ2007-08 Long Range Planning Prices for Idaho Crops and Livestock.ò AEES 

#08-01, January 2008. http://www.ag.uidaho.edu/aers/PDF/AEES/2008/AEES08-01.pdf 

Special Reports  

Northwest Area Foundation Indicators Website 

Evaluation. January 2008. Christy Dearien, 

Priscilla Salant, Debbie Gray, Bharathkumar 

A. Kulandaisamy. (UI Indicators Team). A 

comprehensive evaluation of the Northwest 

Area Foundation Indicator Website 

(http://www.indicators.nwaf.org), (managed by 

the UI Indicators Team) to better understand 

who uses the website, what users are looking 

for, how the website can supplement the 

NWAFôs work in communities, and whether to 

provide additional research and information ser-

vices and what those might look like. 

Rural Idaho at a Glance, 2008. January 2008. 

Priscilla Salant, Debbie Gray, Christy 

Dearien, Bharathkumar A. Kulandaisamy 

(UI Indicators Team) in partnership with Idaho 

National Laboratory and Idaho 

Rural Partnership. For distribu-

tion to Idaho legislators at the 

beginning of the current legisla-

tive session. 

 

Fafa Asiseh,  soon to graduate from 

AERS with a masters, has been very busy! 

During the past month, she has received impressive recognition, 

the first of which will help carry forward her projects.  

Fafa recently received a student travel grant of $1000 to par-

ticipate in the International Food and Agribusiness Manage-

ment Association (IAMA) annual conference in Monterey, 

California, June 14-17. She will be presenting a paper with Dr. 

Yuliya Bolotova. She will also participate in a student case 

study competition, summarize a session, and conduct an  

executive interview.  

Fafa has been selected for the 2008 Student International Lead-

ership Award by the UI International Programs Office. The  

official award ceremony is April 18 during Momôs Weekend. 

February 28-March 1, Fafa was in Washington, DC to present 

at the Annual Hunger Summit of Universities Fighting World 

Hunger. While there, she met with senators, legislators and 

other significantly involved people. Pictured (above) on the 

left is Fafa with Dr. Catherine Bartini, formerly with FAO and 

now with the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. 

Awards and  

such  
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January 

Joe Guenthner presented the Organic Potato Market 

Workshop at the Idaho Potato Conference, Pocatello, 

Idaho, January 23. 

Chris McIntosh presented ñPrice Behavior of Idaho 

Potatoes 1987-2007ò (McIntosh, Kalamani Mut-

husamy, Yuliya Bolotova and Paul Patterson) at the 

2008 UI Potato Conference in Pocatello, Idaho on 

January 23. 

Lindy Widner  presented ñEconomic Impact of Seed 

Borne PVY on Commercial Potato Growersò (Widner, 

Chris McIntosh, and Paul Patterson) at the 2008 UI 

Potato Conference in Pocatello, Idaho on January 23. 

Paul Patterson presented ñContribution of the Potato 

Industry to Idahoôs Economyò at the UI Potato Confer-

ence, Pocatello, Idaho, January 23. 

Paul Patterson gave three presentations: ñEvaluating 

2008 Planting Decisions: What and Why?ò and 

ñCalculating and Analyzing Production Costsò and 

ñRenting potato ground: How Much Should You 

Pay?ò (all three by Paul Patterson and Ben Eborn) at 

the UI Potato Conference, Pocatello, Idaho, January 23. 

Larry Van Tassell was an invited speaker at the 28th 

Annual Utah Beef Cattle Field Day in Provo, Utah on 

January 29 where he presented ñOutlook of Outside 

Influences on the Beef Cattle Industry.ò 

ñTrends in AgricultureïBack to the Futureò was pre-

sented in Idaho by Paul Patterson at UI Cereal 

Schools in  Burley, January 29; Pocatello, January 30; 

Idaho Falls and Ashton; January 31; Preston,  

February 1. 

Neil Rimbey and L. Allen Torell presented ñThe PRIA 

Grazing Fee Formula: The Changing Face of the Indi-

cesò at the Society for Range Management and Ameri-

can Forage and Grassland 

Council Annual Meeting, 

January 31, Louisville, 

Kentucky. 

 

Neil Rimbey presented ñThe Economic Impacts of 

Sagebrush Steppe Wildfires on an Eastern Oregon 

Ranchò (Rimbey, Anna T. Maher, and John A. Tana-

kaat) at the Society for Range Management and Ameri-

can Forage and Grassland Council Annual Meeting, 

January 31, Louisville, Kentucky. 

Neil Rimbey presented ñThe Idaho Rangeland Re-

source Commission as a Solution to Subdivi-

sionsò  (Rimbey and J.D. Wulfhorst)  at the Forage 

and Grassland Council Annual Meeting on January 31 

in Louisville, Kentucky. 

February 

On behalf of Naga Tosakana, J.D. Wulfhorst, and 

others, Larry Van Tassell presented ñFactors Affect-

ing the Adoption of Best Management Practices in the 

Inland Northwestò at the USDA/CSREES National 

Water Conference in Reno, Nevada, February 3-6. 

Paul Patterson presented ñTrends Shaping Idaho  

Agricultureò at the UI IPPMA in Wendell, Idaho on 

February 7. 

Joe Guenthner presented ñPotato Industry Outlookò at 

the ConAgra/Lamb Weston Annual Agricultural Meet-

ing in Kennewick, Washington on February 11. 

Paul Patterson presented ñEconomics of Corn Grain 

vs Silage vs Alfalfa Hayò at the UI Magic Valley For-

age School, February 26. 

March 

Paul Patterson presented ñCrop Profitability Compari-

sonò at the UI Eastern Idaho Forage School in Rexburg, 

Idaho on March 12. 

Paul Patterson presented ñNorthwest Grain Marketsò 

at the 2008 Northwest Intertribal Agriculture Council 

Conference in Pocatello, Idaho, March 19. 

Presentations  
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Meetings/Trips  

March 2008  

January 

Paul Patterson attended the Western Farm Management 

Extension Committee Annual Meeting in Phoenix, Ari-

zona, January 9-10. 

Neil Rimbey was at the Idaho Rangeland Resource Com-

mission Brainstorming Session on January 17 in Boise, 

Idaho. 

January 23, Neil Rimbey was again in Boise, Idaho for 

the Idaho Department of Lands Livestock Work Group. 

Chris McIntosh attended the UI Potato Conference, 

January 23-24 in Pocatello, Idaho. 

Neil Rimbey attended the Society for Range Manage-

ment and American Forage and Grassland Councilôs An-

nual Meeting in Louisville, Kentucky from January 26 to 

February 1. 

February 

In February, Chris McIntosh  attended the Larry Brannen 

Idaho Agriculture Summit in Boise, Idaho. 

Aaron Johnson attended the Idaho Ag Summit on Feb-

ruary 11-12 in Boise, Idaho. 

Following that trip, February 13-15, Aaron Johnson was 

at Washington, D.C. where he led a panel review of 

Small Business Innovation Research Grant Programôs 

Markets and Trade Division. MS Agricultural  or   Applied Economics  

Fafanyo Asiseh  Shawn Campbell  

Riley Higby  Wes McClintock  

 

BS Agribusiness  

Robert Blair  Consuella Klein  

Andrea Dickerson  Monica Klein  

Devin Fielding  Tara Lammers  

Rebecca Fielding  Travis Lammers  

Megan Huddleston  

Got Sheepskin?  

Believe it or not, under all the snowy 

weather, Commencement is nearly 

here. 

We look forward to honoring our  

soon-to-be graduates: 

Awards  

Just in! Congratulations to Lindy Black for receiving 

2nd Runner-Up in the 12th Annual Student Employee 

of the Year Awards for the University. Competition 

was stiff with 33 nominees.   

Lindy joined AERS as our Freshman Fellowship recipi-

ent, working in our library and the 

main office, and has been with us for 

several years as an office worker. Her 

work ethic and quality have netted her 

growing responsibilities and she is a 

very important member of the AERS 

team. Other considerations for the 

award include community involve-

ment and academic stature. Nominees are outstanding 

people who positively impact co-workers and the UI. 

Thank you for all you do, Lindy! 

Dr. Stephen Devadoss is flanked by AERS graduate stu-

dents Jude Bayham (his right) and Jeff Luckstead (left) 

with Jeffôs sister, Amy. The far right shot is of Dr. Garth 

Taylor and his daughter, Miriam. The Silver Valley ski 

trip was a welcome break and fun for all! 

Skiing with AERS  


