
I can’t believe we have had another year pass by so 

quickly. It has been a productive and memorable year for 

AERS. From our faculty tour of south Idaho last May to 

our Advisory Board meetings this past October, we have 

enjoyed visiting with fellow Vandals.  We are currently 

in the midst of collecting program assessment data from 

our alumni through a survey. It is great to receive feed-

back from everyone. 

As we are busy this time of year submitting nominations for various college, university, 

and professional awards, I am reminded of the quality of faculty we have in the depart-

ment. I would like to express my appreciation to all of our department faculty, staff, and 

students for their efforts in behalf of the department and college. We would like to thank 

all of those in the college and university who have partnered with us in our teaching, 

research and outreach efforts.  There is truly strength in numbers.  

We look forward to enriching and expanding our efforts with each of you in this coming 

year. We hope 2008 was successful for you and wish you the best in 2009.  
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Whatõs Happening in  
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University of Idaho 

Kathleen Painter joined 

the Department in January 

as our  Agriculture Eco-

nomics Analyst. Kate was 

previously working for the 

Center for Sustaining Agri-

culture and Natural Re-

sources as an Analyst at WSU. Kate also had worked 

part-time as an editor for CALS Educational Com-

munications. She received her PhD under  Doug 

Young and Dave Walker in 1992. She is teaching a 

spring term short-course, AgEc 404: ST:Enterprise 

Budgeting. Kate and her husband and family live on 

a ranch in Colfax, WA.  
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In this Newsletter  

Saravana Kumar, Assistant Professor at Tamil Nadu 

Agricultural University, was with the department over a 

month to learn and work on a multimarket commodity 

model that incorporates trade and environment. 

AERS Advisory Board  

Steve Berglund (2006) Moscow ID 

Janie Burns (2005) Nampa ID 

Dennis J. Conley (2002) Moses Lake WA 

Ben Eborn (2006) Driggs ID 

Shelby Kerns (2009) Boise ID 

Bob Naerebout (2006) Twin Falls ID 

Robb Steinke (2005) Twin Falls ID 

Will Whelan (2006) Boise ID 

Margaret Soulen Hinson (2008) Weiser ID 
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Publications  

 Presentations  
 October  

The following Selected Papers were presented at the October 11-15 Food Distribution Research Society Conference in 

Dublin, Ohio: 

 “Idaho-Eastern Oregon Onion Industry Analysis” by Yuliya Bolotova and Brian Jemmett. 

 “An Analysis of Contracts in the Idaho Processing Potato Industry” by Yuliya Bolotova and Paul Patterson. 

 “Factors Explaining Growth of Small and Medium-Large Food Manufacturing Businesses in the US” by Fafa 

Asiseh (AERS graduate student), Yuliya Bolotova, Stephen Devadoss, John. Foltz, and Robert Haggerty.  

 November 

Joe Guenthner presented “And here we have Northern Idaho” at Leadership Idaho Agriculture on November 4 in  

Moscow, Idaho. 

On November 6 in Twin Falls, Idaho, Joe Guenthner presented “Mega trends: row crops outlook for 2009” at the 

Northwest Farm Credit Services 2008 Row Crop Industry Symposium. 

Paul Patterson presented “Input Cost Outlook” to the Northwest Farm Credit Services 2008 Row Crops Symposium in  

Twin Falls, Idaho on  November 6. 

December 

Abelardo Rodriguez presented “Immigration and Rural Development” at the Solutions Conference, organized by the 

Community Council of Idaho (previously the Migrant Council of Idaho) in Idaho Falls on November 22. The presenta-

tion elaborated on the asymmetric economic development in source and host countries after NAFTA; while the source 

countries are increasingly dependent on remittances, host countries are increasingly dependent on low-cost labor which 

is often unauthorized. Long-term solutions to immigration issues calls for policies that address the causes for immigra-

tion rather than palliatives to the prevailing conditions in rural communities. 

http://www.ag.uidaho.edu/aers/publications/Idaho%20Eastern%20Oregon%20Onion%20Industry%20Analysis%20AERS08.pdf
http://www.ag.uidaho.edu/aers/publications/Idaho%20Eastern%20Oregon%20Onion%20Industry%20Analysis%20AERS08.pdf


Page 3 

October  

Neil Rimbey attended the following meetings: 

 On October 6, Neil met with the Idaho Department 

of Lands in Boise, Idaho, to explain the State Land 

Grazing Fee Formula. 

 October 13-16, he met with the Departmental Ex-

tension Planning and Advisory Board in Moscow, 

Idaho. 

 Neil attended the CALS Fall Meeting in Caldwell, 

Idaho, on October 20. 

 On October 23, in Salt Lake City, Utah, Neil met 

with the Utah Farm Bureau Board of Directors, pre-

senting on grazing fees. 

 November 

November 21, Paul Patterson attended the Idaho Po-

tato Commission’s Research and Education Committee 

project review in Twin Falls, Idaho. 

December 

December 8-9, Neil Rimbey and JD Wulfhorst  at-

tended the W1192 Annual Meeting in Reno, Nevada. 

December 9-11, in Reno, Nevada, Neil Rimbey at-

tended the Wildfires and Invasive Plants in American 

Deserts conference. 

December 14, Neil Rimbey met with the District II 

Beef Advisory Committee in Caldwell, Idaho.  

  Trips  
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Receiving 2008 Awards of Excellence for 

outstanding academic record, campus accom-

plishments, community involvement, and leadership, 

which are jointly awarded to  student and a supporting 

instructor with focus on the student, were two  AERS 

students: 

December M.S. graduate, Jeff Luckstead, Alumni 

Award of Excellence, with Stephen Devadoss as his 

instructor. 

December graduating senior, Danielle Breeding, Un-

dergraduate Award of Excellence, with her instructor, 

Joe Guenthner.  

Awards  

Priscilla Salant, Debbie Gray, Mary 

Schmidt, Laura Laumatia, Kathee Tifft, 

Valdasue Steele, Sarah Schumaker, and Barbara Brom-

ley-Brody received the 2008 Inland Northwest Partners 

Partnership Award for the UI Horizons Program. 

 

UI Extension Faculty were recognized at 

the 2008 Galaxy III Conference held in 

Indianapolis, Indiana, September 15-19. 

Congratulations to Priscilla Salant, Agricultural 

Economist & Coordinator for University Outreach & 

Engagement, Idaho and faculty with AERS, as a team 

recipient member of Principal Investigators with the 

Horizons Project: National Association of Community 

Development Extension Professionals – Regional  

Winner, Excellence in Community Development Pro-

gramming. 

Jude Bayham,  AERS gradu-

ate student hailing from Chico, 

California, received the Iddings 

Research Fellowship this fall. 

Jude is working on biofuels and 

gasoline policies (mandate, tax 

credit, import tariff, fuel tax), 

pollution, prices, production and 

use of corn, biofuel, and gasoline. Outstanding, Jude! 

  

 ñWhere  Agriculture 

Means  Businessò 



   Noteworthy N ews  

If you have information you would like to include 

in our next newsletter please contact the editor, 

Victoria Seever at the address to the left, or  

vaseever@uidaho.edu 

 

The Agribusiness Club  

The Agribusiness Club enjoyed their annual Christmas party on 

December 4 with a  Quiz Bowl competition with departmental 

faculty. The score was 1 win for students, and 1 win for the fac-

ulty. It’s always fun to go up against the pro-

fessors and even beat them at the game! 

The Club also enjoyed a Christmas potluck at 

the Gisler residence and then went ice skating 

as an end of 

semester cele-

bration before 

taking finals 

and leaving for the Christmas 

break.  

 Written by Larry Makus , 

 Club Advisor 

SSRU News  

Among its projects, the SSRU completed 

phone interviews of Resource Advisory Com-

mittee members for the Bureau of Land  

Management as part of a multi-phase study to 

assess the BLM’s capabilities for collecting 

and analyzing social and economic data when 

making decisions on land use.  

Researchers from Oregon State University, 

New Mexico State University, University of 

Wyoming, and University of Idaho (J.D. Wulf-

horst and Neil Rimbey) also collaborated on 

this project. 

Stephanie Kane , Project Manager 

PO Box 442334 

Moscow, ID 83844-2334 

Phone 208-885-6264 

Fax 208-885-5759 
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Weôre on the web: 
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