
We hope the past few months have been successful and re-

warding for you. This past summer we had the opportunity 

of taking six of our undergraduate students to our profes-

sional meetings in Orlando, Florida to compete in our na-

tional student competition. Both of our teams did well, with 

the most experienced team placing in the top ten.  

Several of our M.S. students also had their research ac-

cepted for presentation at our regional meetings. This is 

quite the accomplishment for M.S. students in our profession since acceptance rates for 

presentation at the meetings can be as low as 55 percent. The meetings were held at Big 
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Christina Darby  joined us on August 25 as 

our Administrative Assistant 1. Chris came to 

us from Microbiology, Molecular Biology and Biochemistry (MMBB) 

and is looking forward to the new challenges of AERS.  She grew up in 

and around the Potlatch/Viola area, so she is a true native of the area.  
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Sky, Montana, so it provided an opportu-

nity some of them to see Yellowstone 

National Park for the first time, thanks to 

the transportation and tour provided by 

Garth Taylor. 

I had the opportunity of working in the 

Ag Pavilion at the Boise and Twin Falls 

fairs this past August. It was great to see 

several of our graduates and friends, and 

to meet new fans of the college. Many 

were very appreciative of the good work 

all of you are doing. 

An exciting project seeing fruition this 

fall term is our partnership in the Dual 

Credit Program under the directorship of 

Lou Riesenberg. Larry Makus, Joe 

Guenthner, and I were able to spend the 

better part of a week this summer with 

secondary agricul- 

 
Pictured: Under-

graduates Jacob 

Gissler and Carolyn 

Sonnen at Orlando 

tural science and technology instructors 

from around the state to refine curricu-

lum for this program.  

We are very pleased to offer our first 

course to high school students at West 

Jefferson and Nez Perce high schools 

this fall. They will be earning credit in 

AgEc 105: Survey of Agribusiness. Don 

Bird and Kyle Stapleton, respectively, 

will be the high school instructors in 

these courses. 

EPA Greater Research Opportunities (GRO) Research  

Fellowship awarded to Mark Solomon, PhD Candidate:  

Waters of the West. Subject: Minimizing Barriers to Achieve-

ment of Water Resource Objectives in Jurisdictionally Complex 

Watersheds. Major professor, J.D. Wulfhorst. September 1, 2008. 
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Bolotova, Yuliya, Christopher S. McIntosh, Kalamani Muthusamy, and Paul E. Patterson. 

ñThe Impact of Coordination of Production and Marketing Strategies on Price Behavior: Evidence 

from the Idaho Potato Industryò International Food and Agribusiness Management Review 2008, 

11(3): 1-29. 

 

Bolotova, Yuliya. ñDoes the Supply Management Program Work? A Case of the Idaho Potato Industry.ò Agricultural 

Economics Research Series http://www.ag.uidaho.edu/aers/PDF/AERS/2008/AERS08-07.pdf 

 

Elbakidze, Levan. ñModeling of Avian Influenza Mitigation Policies Within the Backyard Segment of the Poultry Sec-

tor,ò  Journal of Agricultural and Resource Economics (2008): 195-211.  

 

Patterson, Paul E.  ñCost of Potato Production in Idaho with Comparison to 2007.ò Moscow, ID: University of Idaho 

Department of Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology 2008. AEES 08-07 
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 Presentations  

July  

At the Agricultural and Applied Economics Associa-

tion annual meetings in Orlando, Florida, two papers 

were presented by Levan Elbakidze: ñEconomics 

Analysis Of Mitigation Strategies For FMD Introduc-

tion In Highly Concentrated Animal Feeding Regions,ò 

and also the principle paper: Jin, Y., Power, G., and L. 

Elbakidze, ñThe Impact of North American BSE 

Events on Live Cattle Futures Prices.ò  

August  

Neil Rimbey presented, ñUtah Trust Lands Grazing 

Fee Formula: Analysis and Recommendations,ò on Au-

gust 19 to the Utah Trust Lands Board in Salt Lake 

City, Utah. 

 

Also in August, Aaron Johnson moderated the AEM 

track section organized symposium, titled ñValue 

Added Grant Programs Impact on Agricultural and Ru-

ral Economic Climateò at AAEA meetings. He co-

organized TLC track section organized symposium, 

titled ñAdvising: Philosophy and Practical Lesson,ò and 

presented ñLessons from a First Year Advisorò in the 

session. 

 

September 

Joe Guenthner presented ñAcceptance of Biotechnol-

ogy Products,ò an Agricultural Biotechnology Short 

Course for Developing Countries, at Michigan State 

University in collaboration with US Department of Ag-

riculture Foreign Agricultural Service, East Lansing, 

Michigan, September 11. 

 

ñIssues of Concern and Potential Grant Opportunities,ò 

was presented by Neil Rimbey to the Idaho Rangeland 

Resource Commission in Boise, Idaho, September 12.  

 

(continue next page) 

Back -Note . . . 
June 24-27, at the Annual 

Meeting of the Western Agricultural Economics Asso-

ciation in Big Sky, Montana, Larry Makus and Chris 

McIntosh traveled with graduate students Fafa Asiseh, 

Cynthia Lin, and Wes McClintick. Wes and Fafa pre-

sented papers, and Chris chaired the WAEA Awards 

program. 

http://www.ag.uidaho.edu/aers/PDF/AERS/2008/AERS08-07.pdf
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July  

Levan Elbakidze traveled to Orlando, Florida, as a 

organizer of the principal paper session, entitled 

ñEffects Of Biosecurity Risk and Food Scare Events on 

Food Prices and Demand,ò at the annual meetings of 

the American Agricultural Economics Association. 

Stephanie Kane and Priscilla Salant both traveled to 

southern Idaho in July to conduct research on a project, 

titled ñCommunity Level Impacts of the Dairy Industry 

in Southern Idaho.ò 

Neil Rimbey made these trips at Idaho sites: 

On July 8, Neil met with Dave Torell of the Rocky 

Mountain Elk Foundation in Caldwell. 

July 13, he attended the summer meeting of the 

Idaho Rangeland Committee in Featherville. 

July 14, Neil attended the summer rangeland tour of 

the Idaho Woolgrowers Association in the Pine and 

Featherville area. 

Neil attended the Boise District BLM Resource Ad-

visory Council meeting and Tour on July 18 in the 

Murphy, area. 

 

August  

Aaron Johnson worked with Heather Johnson at WSU 

to develop case studies on Shepherdôs Grain and Coun-

try Natural Beef. On-site interviews were conducted in 

the month of July. 

July 31-August 2, Aaron Johnson attended AAEA 

annual meetings in Orlando, Florida.  

Neil Rimbey made these trips: 

August 11, Neil  attended the Idaho Department of 

Land informational session on policy and opera-

tional changes in Nampa, Idaho. 

Presenting information August 19 on Grazing Fees 

to the Utah Trust Lands Board, Neil traveled to Salt 

Lake City, Utah. 

August 27, Neil met with the Livestock Work 

Group, Idaho Department of Lands, Boise, Idaho. 

On August 28, attending the BLM the Murphy 

Complex Wildfire briefing, he was in Boise, Idaho. 

September 

Neil Rimbey made these trips at Idaho sites: 

On September 4 and on September 10, Neil met 

with the Livestock Work Group, Idaho Department 

of Lands, in Boise. 

September 12, Neil  attended the Idaho Rangeland 

Resource Commission meeting in Boise. 

Neil met with with Dave Torell, J.D. Wulfhorst 

and Jason Ahola on potential cooperative grant pro-

posals on September 23. 

On September 25, Neil attended the Boise District 

BLM Resource Advisory Council meeting in Boise. 
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Abelardo Rodríguez presented ñTo log or 

not to log? That is not the only question for 

Bonner and Boundary Counties,ò at the Intermountain 

Community Bank's Community Room, Sandpoint, Sep-

tember 15 . The meeting was called by the Bonner Eco-

nomic Development Corporation (BEDC) with partici-

pation of about 20 people from the private and public 

sectors.  

Rodríguez presented preliminary results of a two-

county model to assess linkages among different eco-

nomic sectors. This model has been assembled in col-

laboration between the Boundary Economic Develop-

ment Council, BEDC, City of Priest River, and the Uni-

versity of Idaho Extension. A follow-up of this presen-

tation will be carried out in Bonners Ferry next month. 



The Department of AERS sent two teams 

to the American Agricultural Economics 

Association Quiz Bowl competition in 

Orlando, Florida on July 27 and 28. 

Participating students are pictured 

above: Carolyn Sonnen, Jacob 

Gissler, Trent Van Leuven, Sam 

Segerstrom, Bill Brewer, and Ash-

ley Harold. Both teams did well, 

and as you can see from a few pho-

tos, they had a great time! 

Next year, we compete in Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin. 
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