
Summer is flying by way too fast. With all the planning and 
assessment exercises, plus the preparation for fall events, sum-
mers don't stretch as far as they used to.  

We were very pleased that two of our alumni were honored at 
the CALS Awards Banquet for their selfless service to the de-
partment and college. Dennis Conley (B.S. class of ‘64 and 
M.S. class of ‘68) and Dick Wittman (B.S. class of ’71) were 
recognized as CALS Outstanding Alumni.  

Both Dennis and Dick were founding members of our Alumni Board and have been gen-
erous with their time and expertise in assisting the department. Dennis lives in Moses 
Lake and recently retired as Vice President of Basic American Foods. Dick lives in Culd-
esac and is involved in the management of a family farming operation plus provides pri-
vate consulting services. 

I also want to congratulate Joe Guenthner for receiving the R.M. Wade Outstanding 
Teacher Award. This is the second time Joe has won this award. He is definitely a favor-
ite among the students in the college.  

Here's wishing you the best for the remainder of the summer. 

A Note from Dr. Van Tassell 
July 2007 
Volume 7, Issue 2 

What’s Happening in  
AERS  

Department of Agricultural 
Economics and Rural 

Sociology 

Activities of  
Interest 

2 

Publications 2 

Presentations 2 

Awards 1,2 

Meetings 1 

Noteworthy 
Items 

3 

In this Newsletter 

L i n d y 
Black 

Agribusiness major 
and AERS outstanding 
s o p h o m o r e ,   w a s 
nominated for a UI 
Student Employee of 
the Year. Lindy began 
working with us on 
our Freshman Fellow-
ship and continues to 
be a strong performer. 

Aaron Johnson 
has joined the AERS 
faculty this summer. 
Aaron earned his B.S. 
degree from Texas Tech 
University and his M.S. 
and Ph.D. degrees from Purdue Univer-
sity. His areas of expertise include agri-
business, strategic planning, business 
development processes, entrepreneurial 
skills, and competitive strategies. Aaron 
will be teaching Advanced Agribusiness 
Management and Personal Selling.  

Meetings 
April 16-19, Lorie Higgins attended the 
National Association of Community Devel-
opment  Extension Professionals 
(NACDEP) in Philadelphia. As the western 
regional representative to the board, Lorie 
organized and facilitated a meeting of the 
western members. 

Paul Patterson attended the Extension An-
nual Conference in Moscow, April 9-12.  

On June 22, Wilson Gray and Larry Van 
Tassell attended the Interactive Producers 
meeting in Boise, ID, sponsored by the 
Idaho Dairymen's Association. 
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tural Economics Research Series #07-02; Department of Agricultural Economics & Rural Sociology, University of 
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Publications 

Awards  
   Yuliya Bolotova received the 2006 Outstanding Ph.D. 
Dissertation Award, Department of Agricultural Economics, 
Purdue University; “Three Essays on the Effectiveness of 
Overt Collusion: Cartel Overcharges, Cartel Stability, and 
Cartel Success.”  

On April 19th, Paul Patterson co-sponsored with Federal-
State Market News, a hands-on workshop for potato ship-
pers on the use of the new FVMN website portal to acquire 
shipment and price data.  
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Presentations 
Larry Van Tassell presented "The Economic Effi-
ciency of Kentucky Bluegrass Seed Production Sys-
tems" at the EPA Regional Smoke Management 
Meeting, May 8-9, 2007, in Spokane, WA. 

Larry Van Tassell presented "Impact of Stand Life 
on the Profitability of Bluegrass Seed Production" at 
the Bluegrass Field Day in Worley, ID on May 22, 
2007. 

Larry Van Tassell and John Klein presented 
"Economics of Kentucky Bluegrass Seed Residue 
Grazing" at the Hatter Creek Bluegrass Field Day on 
June 5, 2007.  

CALS SPRING AWARDS BCALS SPRING AWARDS BCALS SPRING AWARDS BANQUETANQUETANQUET   

Monday, April 30, students, staff, and faculty were honored at the CALS Spring Banquet. 

Joe Guenthner (left) received the R.M. Wade Outstanding Teacher Award! Joe has earned a number 
of faculty awards, employs a variety of teaching styles, and is highly valued by his students. 

Natalie Delano (right) received the department WAEA Award (Western Agricultural Eco-
nomics Association) for Senior of the Year. 

Jessica Smith, majoring in both Agricultural Education and Agribusiness, received the AEE R.M. Wade 
Foundation Scholarship. 

Dick Wittman and Dennis Conley received the Distinguished Alumni Award for their invaluable contri-
butions to the department. 



Noteworthy News 

If you have information you would like to include 
in our next newsletter please contact the editor, 

Victoria Seever at the address to the left, or  

vaseever@uidaho.edu 

The Agribusiness Club The Agribusiness Club The Agribusiness Club    

The annual Agribusiness Club Golf Tournament was 
held on Saturday, April 28 and the weather was unchar-
acteristically cooperative (no rain!).  Our thanks to 
Danielle Breeding and Derek Davenport for organizing 

an excellent tournament. Eight teams 
signed up for the 9-hole best ball 
scramble at the Elks Club golf course. 
Although the students put together 
several good teams, the faculty team 
led by Wes Chun captured the first 
place prize.  The AERS faculty team 

again worked hard for the last place prize, but were 
aced out by a student team led by Derek. Lunch was 
well-catered by the students, and it was another suc-
cessful fund-raising effort by the Agribusiness Club.  

(Article by Larry Makus, Club Advisor.) 
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SSRU SSRU SSRU    
The Social Science Research Unit has been contracted by 
the State Police to conduct an observational study of 

commercial vehicle drivers. Barbara Foltz 
will be leading the SSRU staff in observing 
the frequency of seat belt use in four Idaho 
cities: Boise, Coeur d’Alene, Twin Falls, and 
Pocatello. The results of the study will be 

used by the State Police to determine if more education 
or regulations are needed to encourage seat belt use. 

Just completed by the SSRU is a mail survey for Ephrata, 
Washington concerning parks, recreation, 
and open space. The study had a 45.5% re-
sponse rate and the results will be used by 
city officials when making planning and 
budgetary decisions regarding the city parks. 

(Article by Stephanie Kane, Project Manager.) 


