
I would also like to welcome the 
newest member of our faculty, 
Yuliya Bolotova.  Yuliya just re-
ceived her Ph.D. from Purdue.  
She will be teaching and conduct-
ing research in the Agribusiness/
Industrial Organization arena. 
 
Hope your summer goes well! 

2006 Grads    
BS Ag Econ 

Robert Butterfield 
Kira Cunningham 

Elena de la Concepcion 
Brady Firth 

Tommy Goodwin 
Luke Klaveano 

John Klein 
Andrew Steinkamp 

Karla Tipton 
Abby Vanderplaat 

Matthew Green 
Riley Higby 

 
MS 

Jerri Richardson 
Jared Wolfley  

AERS had the opportunity of having a CSREES review 
the latter part of April.  I’d like to thank those from other 
departments that participated in the review.  The review 
committee was very impressed with the unity and sup-
port that exits among departments within the college.  
The review committee was also able to visit with a few 
of our advisory board members and was likewise im-
pressed with the relationship and support we receive 
from our constituents.  We look forward to implementing 
several of the suggestions that came from the committee. 

A Note from Dr. Van Tassell 

What’s Happening 
in  AERS  

Activities of Interest 
January 

Paul E. Patterson attended the Western Farm Manage-
ment Extension Committee Annual Meeting, San Diego, 
CA, January 9-10, 2005. 

May 

Joe Guenthner went to Ethiopia May 11 – June 5 as a vol-
unteer in the USDA Farmer-to-Farmer program.  He was 
in Addis Ababa, Bahir Dar, and highland farming areas 
where potatoes are grown.  Guenthner found that potatoes 
are very important to Ethiopian farmers and consumers.  

He made recommendations about how the Ethiopian seed 
potato progam can be improved to enhance food security 
and provide market opportunities for Ethiopia’s subsis-
tence farmers.  

June 

Graduate student Wes McClintick and Larry Makus at-
tended the BioFuels conference in CDA on June 15. 
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The mood in the Idaho Commons conference room was 
excited and slightly nervous as the teams of students 
awaited the judges’ decision. 
 
Each student team had presented its original business 
plan to the five-judge panel earlier in the day, and for the 
students, the awards presentation would cap off months 
of hard work in the business plan competition, sponsored 
by the University of Idaho’s Vandal Innovation and En-
terprise Works. 
 
VIEW was launched last fall by the deans of UI’s eight 
colleges in an effort to encourage student entrepreneur-
ship and cross-college cooperation. In addition to the 
business plan competition, which VIEW director Mi-
chelle O’Neill said will become an annual event, VIEW 
has launched a guest speaker series and various entrepre-
neurship workshops. 
 
“We hope to find more faculty across all colleges who 
are interested in incorporating entrepreneurship content 
into their courses,” O’Neill said.  
The first place honor brought with it a $6,000 award. A 
team of five students took home that award with its busi-
ness, MustDirt. The MustDirt business plan emphasized 
the environmentally friendly nature of the product (a bio-
herbicide created from the waste products of crushed 
mustard seed) and the feasibility of marketing it. 
 
“This couldn’t be better,” said Larry Makus, the group’s 
adviser. 
 
Team members Gordon Seefried and Riley Higby joked 
about going to Disneyland.  
 
Winning second place (and an award of $3,000) was Pre-
cious Metals Recovery Systems. Chris Youderian, a jun-
ior business major, said the team’s plan commercialized a 
process by which precious metals can be extracted from 
waste streams and reused. The process, developed by a 
UI chemistry professor, uses superheated carbon dioxide 
and is awaiting a patent. 

“Our plan is very capital-intensive,” Youderian said. 
“The prize money won’t found it.” Nevertheless, Youd-
erian remains positive on the future of the company. “We 
need investors that are interested,” he said, “and this is 
the first step toward that. We’ve proved that this idea is 
commercially viable.” 
Team Airhaul took third place and an award of $1,000. 
The team’s plan took an existing prototype of a light air-
craft tug, improved it substantially and created a market-
ing scheme for it. After the award presentation, two of 
the team members stood outside next to their prototype, 
taking suggestions from one of the judges. 
“We have a client who gave us the original prototype,” 
said Juan Barajas, a senior electrical engineering major. 
Now that the competition is over, he said, the team will 
return the improved tug to the client. 
 
“Yesterday we won the innovation award at the design 
expo,” Barajas said, “and today we won third place.” The 
client, he said, can do with the tug what he will. 
MustDirt and Airhaul, along with many of the other 
groups in the competition, entered through an upper-
division business writing class. The class stresses hands-
on entrepreneurship and working toward tangible goals. 
Taking the class is not a requirement to enter the compe-
tition. 
 
“In some classes you get a grade,” said Higby, a senior 
agricultural economics major, “but in this class you gain 
a skill.” 

Student entrepreneurs take home thousands of dollars 

Riley Higby, Kris Freitag, Tommy Goodwin,  
Gordon Seefried, Wes McClintick 
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“Managing Fuel Prices and Harvest Costs” at the University 
of Idaho Forage School, Burley, ID, February 28, 2006.  

U of I Decision-Aid Software Demonstration.  Presented at 
the Best Management Practices for Potato Cropping Sys-
tems Grower Workshops: Idaho Falls, ID, Februaray 7, 
Burley, ID February 8 and Pocatello, ID February 21, 2006.  

“Using Cost of Production to Manage Risk” at the Best 
Management Practices for Potato Cropping Systems 
Grower Workshops: Idaho Falls, ID, Februaray 7, Burley, 
ID February 8 and Pocatello, ID February 21, 2006. 

“Mega-Trends Affecting Agriculture” to the Simplot Agri-
business Senior Managers Seminar, February 3, 2006.  

March 
Paul Patterson presented the following: 
“Idaho Cost of Poato Production.” to the Idaho Association 
on Commerce and Industry, Idaho Falls, March 9, 2006 
“Calculating Your Cost of Production” at the Idaho Barley 
Commission’s Grain Marketing Worskhop, Blackfoot, ID, 
March 6, 2006  

April 
Paul Patterson presented “Eastern Idaho’s Agricultural 
Economy”  to the Henry’s Fork Watershed Council, Rex-
burg, ID, April 18, 2006  

May 
Idaho’s Changing Agricultural Economy. Presented to the 
Idaho Bankers Association, Sun Valley, ID, May 11, 2006  

June 

Agricultural Economics undergraduate students Riley 
Higby and Tommy Goodwin, along with graduate student 
Wes McClintick and advisors Larry Makus and Michele 
O'Neal traveled to Boise on June 8 to present their award-
winning MustDirt business plan to Kickstart, a group of 
Boise area business professionals. 

Shannon Donovan, Ph.D. candidate in Environmental Sci-
ence, presented "Beyond wheat: Using interdisciplinary 
research to develop conservation strategies in the Palouse 
landscape" at the 12th International Symposium on Society 
& Resource Management in Vancouver June 6, 2006 (co-
authors include:  Chris Looney, Thor Hanson, Yaniria San-
chez-de Leon, Tim Hatten, J.D. Wulfhorst, Michael 
Jennings, Sanford Eigenbrode, Jodi Johnson-Maynard, 
Nilsa A. Bosque-Perez, and Steve Brunsfeld.  

December 2005 
J.D. Wulfhorst presented “Information Exchange Be-
tween Range Managers and Special Interest Groups” at 
the annual meeting of the Idaho Section of the Society 
for Range Management in Twin Falls. 

January 
Paul Patterson presented the following: 
“Managing Input Costs: Strategies and Resources” at 
the University of Idaho’s Eastern Idaho Cereal Schools: 
Pocatello, ID January 25, Idaho Falls and Ashton, ID 
January 26 and Preston, ID January 27, 2006.  
“Fuel and Fertilizer Cost Management” at the Univer-
sity of Idaho’s Mini-Cassia Cereal School, Burley, ID, 
January 24, 2006.  
“Fuel and Fertilizer Cost Management” at the Univer-
sity of Idaho’s Blaine-Camas Cereal School, Picabo, ID, 
January 24, 2006. 
“Suggestions for Managing Rising Input Costs.”  at the 
University of Idaho Potato Conference, Pocatello, ID 
January 18, 2006. 
“Calculating Cost of Production.” at the University of 
Idaho Potato Conference, Pocatello, ID January 18, 
2006. 
“Calculating Machinery Costs.” at the University of 
Idaho Potato Conference, Pocatello, ID January 18, 
2006. 
“Strategies and Resources to Help You Manage Rising 
Production Costs.” at the 2006 Snake River Sugarbeet 
Conference, Nampa, ID January 13, 2006. 
“U of I Computer Programs to Help You Calculate 
Your Cost of Production and Machinery Costs” at the 
2006 Snake River Sugarbeet Conference, Nampa, ID 
January 13, 2006.  

February  
In February 2006, Jan Boll and J.D. Wulfhorst co-
presented "Evaluation of Conservation Practices Using 
Cumulative Effects Modeling and Interdisciplinary Ap-
proaches" at the 2006 USDA National Water Confer-
ence in San Antonio, TX (co-authors include: Larry 
Van Tassell, Bob Mahler, Erin Brooks, and Nagasrini-
vasa P. Tosakana).  

Paul Patterson  presented the following: 

Presentations 



AERS will no longer print copies of the crop 
costs and returns esimtates (enterprise budg-
ets).  Crop budgets will continue to be re-
vised on a biennial basis in odd-numbered 
years and these will be available on the 
AERS website (www.ag.uidaho.edu/aers).  
They are now also available on one conven-
ient CD. The website and the CD contain 
PDFs, Excel files and CEBW data files.  The 
price of the CD is $5, while copies from the 
website are free.  Contact Paul Patterson or 
Bob Smathers. 

In June, 2006, Stephanie Kane, Barbara Foltz, and J.D. Wulfhorst 
of the Social Science Research Unit (SSRU) presented data from a 
current study to the Idaho Horse Council in Twin Falls, Idaho.  The 
study is the fourth in a 15-year history of the Horse Council as a cli-
ent.  

 
Larry Van Tassell and J.D. Wulfhorst attended the Bluegrass Field Days in 
Worley and Potlatch.  They presented their research on the economic and 
social impacts of thermal and non-thermal Kentucky bluegrass production 
practices.  

Ben Eborn, Paul Patterson, and Garth Taylor. December 2005. The Finan-
cial Condition of Idaho Agriculture: 2005 projections.  Moscow, ID: University 
of Idaho College of Agricultural and Life Sciences. It can be viewed online at: 
http://agweb.ag.uidaho.edu/aers04/resources.htm 
 
Paul Patterson & Bob Smathers revised 90 crop costs and returns estimates 
(enterprise budgets) in January. Available online at:  

http://agweb.ag.uidaho.edu/aers04/r_crops.htm 

PO Box 442334 
Moscow, ID 83844-2334 
Phone 208-885-6264 
Fax 208-885-5759 
www.ag.uidaho.edu/aers 
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If you have information you would 
like to include in our next newslet-
ter please contact the editor, Bar-
rett Hoines at: PO Box 442334, 
University of Idaho, Moscow, ID 
83844-2334. 

208-885-6262 

bhoines@uidaho.edu 

Announcement Presentations, cont’d 


