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The budget arisis continues to take its toll on
AERS with the retirements of Joel Hamilton,
David Walker and Winnie Neese (see picture).
Joel has been with the department since 1970
working on natural resource issues. Most
recently he taught our analytical techniques and
our graduate econometrics classes. David has
been an anchor in the conservation arena since
joining our faculty in 1977. He has been teaching
our farm and ranch management class and our
graduate natural resources class. We are also
losing a great asset with Winnie Neese's
retirement. She has served as an administrative
assistant since 1984. She has been responsible
for designing and developing our department’s
web site and has helped connect our extension

and campus programs with her computer skills. We
wish these folks the best in the years to come and
we look forward to the challenge of reorganizing
our department to meet the increasing demands of
the citizens of Idaho.

Larry Van Tassell
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Awards

Congratulations to Winnie Neese who received the
“University of Idaho Outstanding Staff 2002
Award” on May 6. She also was “AERS
nominee for College Outstanding Staff Award;”
Steve Cooke for the “AERS nominee for College
Outstanding Teacher Award;” and Lorie Higgins



for receiving the
Research Grant from
Western Rural
Development Center
for apilot video
project — using video
asatool for research
and community
devel opment among
farmers. Also, congratulations to Lindy Hill
(pictured) for receiving the “ AERS Outstanding
Senior Award 2002.”

Trips of Interest

April

Steve Cooke traveled to Arlington, VA
for the Southern Regional Science Association
on April 12-14.

Larry Van Tassell attended W-192
Regional Research Meeting “Rura Communities
and Public Lands in the West: Impacts and
Alternatives’ held in Caldwell, Idaho April 16-
18.

May

Joe Guenthner & Jm Argi traveled to
Egypt May 4-20 to conduct research on the
economics of genetically modified potatoes.
Project funded by Agricultural Biotechnology
Support Project at Michigan State University.

June

JD Wulfhorst traveled to Idaho Falls, ID
then on to Tooele & Salt Lake City, UT to
conduct fieldwork on two different projects
related to storage and management of high-level
nuclear waste from May 31-June 8. On June 18"
J.D. traveled again to Idaho Falls to attend a
meeting for the Department of Energy

management plan for accelerating cleanup of
nuclear waste at INEEL.

Neil Rimbey went to Reno, NV for the
Regional Research Project W 192 to prepare the
completion report for the Fund for Rural America
Project. This meeting was June 16-19.

Sawir Yakup & Justin Bergattended the
annual conference of the National Congress of
American Indians in Bismarck, North Dakota, June
16-19. While at the conference Justin and Sawir
demonstrated to participants the Northwest Area
Foundation’s Indicator Website, which they helped
to develop with Priscilla Salant. Sawir, Justin and
Priscilla are putting the final touches on Phase 2 of
the website, which includes reservation and tribal-
level indicators as well as interactive mapping of
country-level indicators. Phase 2 will be publicin
early July.

AERS Graduate Students

On April 5" Jialing Huang presented her thesis
defense: “Water Markets and Global Climate
Changes: Impacts on Irrigated Agriculture in the
Snake River Basin.” Mgor professor is Joel
Hamilton.

Stacie Woodall presented her thesis defense on May
9" entitled “ Analysis of 1daho’s Grape and Wine
Industry.” Major professor is Garth Taylor.

Laura Atchley successfully defended her thesis
titled “Economic Analysis of Genetically Modified
Potatoes in South Africa.” Her committee: Joe
Guenthner (major professor), Jm Argji and Bob
Dweélle (PSES).

On June 5" James Harri also presented his thesis
defense entitled “ Evaluation of Dairy Manure
Handling Systems.” His mgjor professors are Garth
Taylor and Dave Walker.

Congratulationsto all of you!!!
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Courses/Seminars

Paul Patterson and Wilson Gray conducted
acrop and livestock leasing in-service
education workshop for county faculty on
April 9-10 in Jerome.

Presentations

Steve Cooke delivered the presentations
on sources change in U.S. and Idaho earnings
since 1969 at the Pacific Northwest Regional
Economics Conference May 15-17.

Jim Joneson May 16™ presented a paper
prepared with S. Bekmez and M. Hornbacher on
“The Conversion of Idaho’s Weight Distance
Truck Tax to a Registration System” at the
Pacific Northwest Regional Economic
Conference in Portland, Oregon.

Lorie Higgins on June 2-5 attended the
International Symposium for Society and
Resource Management in Bloomington, Indiana.
Presentation title: Understanding Collaborative

DecisionrMaking: A Synthesis of Common
Property, Network and Community Theory.

Noteworthy News

The most recent copy of John Foltz's newsl etter
can be viewed at the following website:
http://agweb.ag.uidaho.edu/aers/people/Foltz/jo
hn foltz on sabbatical.htm

In May J. D. Wulfhorst served as a poster judge
for the Environmental Science Senior Practicum
and also accepted an invitation to serve as
secretary and Ul representative for the Idaho
Academy of Sciences.

This summer J.D. is continuing work with two
environmental science undergraduate students
(Nicole Kaufman, Barnard College '03 and
Janel Fak, Ul "03) on multiple research
projects.

J.D. is aso working with UI-HOIST student
Alexis Walker this summer who is a student
intern. Alexisis a Nez Perce Tribal member and
will be assisting J.D. on several research
projects.”
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