
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
                        

 
 
 
 

 
A note from Dr. Van Tassell 

 
 I would like to thank everyone that 
attended Neil Meyer’s retirement reception.  It 
was very apparent by the number of people that 
attended that Neil has meant a lot to many people 
around the area.  Jim Nelson will be assuming 
many of Neil’s duties with regard to rural 
development.  We recognize the importance of 
Rural Development to Idaho, especially when so 
many rural communities are experiencing social 
and financial difficulties. We are dedicated to 
building on the great foundation Neil Meyer 
built over his 28 years of service at the 
University of Idaho. 
 
Larry Van Tassell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Awards 

 
Congratulations to Neil Rimbey who received the 
Idaho Section SRM President’s Award, in Boise, 
Idaho on December 6th. 

 
 

Trips of Interest 
January 
 

Priscilla Salant attended an evaluation team 
meeting for the US Forest Service Stewardship 
Contracting Demonstration Program in Seeley 
Lake, Montana January 13th – 15th. 

Priscilla also attended the Rural Community 
College Initiative Annual Institute in  
Carlsbad, New Mexico the 16th –18th, and a Rural 
Community College Initiative planning meeting in 
Atlanta, Georgia January 29th. 

Neil Meyer traveled to Kona, Hawaii on the 
17th and 18th to attend the Winter Extension Policy 
Committee to plan for the National Public Policy 
Conference that will take place September 2nd, 2002 
and Regional Training on alternative dispute 
resolution. 

Bob Smathers attended the Fruit Orchard 
Education Workshop where he delivered a 
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presentation on Enterprise Cost of Production 
January 25th and 26th. 

James Jones traveled to the Capital and 
reported on the status of the NIATT Weight 
Distance Truck Tax Conversion study to the 
Idaho House Transportation and Defense 
Committee January 16th, 2002. 

Neil Rimbey was busy in January as he 
was in Twin Falls, Idaho on the 15th at the 
Leadership Idaho Ag where he made a 
presentation on Idaho’s Rangeland Resources.  

On the16th, Neil was in Boise, Idaho 
where he made a presentation to the Idaho Cattle 
Association on Grazing Permit Values and the 
Economics of Permit Buyouts. Neil took his 
travels to Bruneau the 17th and 18th for the A to Z 
mid-year processing of cattle. Neil also ended 
the month in Fort Collins, Colorado January 31st 
through February 3rd to work on the Fund for 
Rural America research project meeting.  

Paul Patterson attended the Western 
Farm Management Extension Committee 
Meeting in Kona, Hawaii, January16th –19th. 

 
February 
 

February 11th – 15th Neil Meyer 
participated with Valdasue Steele and Benewah 
County Extension Education of the Sirolla 
Institute Training in Entrepreneurial Facilitation 
in Clarkston, Washington. 

 
J.D. Wulfhorst traveled to Washington, 

D.C. February 10th –12th to participate on a 
proposal review panel for the USDA Small 
Business Innovation Research annual grant 
program.   

 
J.D. also attended the "Harvesting Clean 

Energy" conference in Pasco, Washington on 
February 27th with a group of CORE students as 
an educational fieldtrip to focus on relationships 
between agriculture, energy, and the human 
environment.  They also toured the "Stateline" 
wind-power project west of Walla Walla, one of 
the largest in the country and growing.  Pictures 
are available. 

 

February 7th Neil Rimbey was in Bruneau 
and Mountain Home to attend the A to Z Retained 
Ownership, Inc. mid-year meeting and feedlot tour. 

 
Neil Rimbey was in Meridian February 8th 

to attend the LIA Advisory Board meeting. Neil 
then traveled to Kansas City, Missouri February 
12th –18th to attend the Society for Range 
Management Annual meeting. While there he 
presented information on SRM’s Financial 
Condition, a paper on the economic impact of leafy 
spurge and assumed associate editorship of the 
Journal of Range Management.  

 
March 
 
 Priscilla Salant traveled to Chapel Hill, 
North Carolina the 18th – 20th to continue planning 
the Ford Foundation’s new Rural Community 
College Initiative. 
 
 March 12th and 13th Neil Rimbey attended 
the Pacific Northwest Range Shortcourse, in Boise, 
Idaho. 
 
Neil was in Bruneau the 20th at the A to Z Retained 
Ownership, Inc. 
 

 
Publications 

 
Bekmez, Selahattin and P. Lynn Kennedy. “A 
Computable General Equilibrium Model for the 
Organized and Marginal Labor Markets in Turkey” 
Southwestern Economic Review, March 2002, Vol: 
29 No: 1 pp: 97-109. 
  
Bekmez, Selahattin. “Sectoral Impacts of Turkish 
Accession into the European Union: A General 
Equilibrium Analysis” Eastern European 
Economics, March-April 2002, Vol: 40 No: 2 pp: 
57-84.  
 
Devadoss, Stephen and Dulcye Reeve. “An 
Analysis of Market Margins for Idaho Fresh 
Potatoes,” Journal of Food Products Marketing, 
Vol. 7(3) 2001. 
 



Makus, L. D., C. W. Gray and N.R. Rimbey. 
2002. “Understanding Commodity Futures and 
Options for Producers of Livestock and 
Livestock Products.” University of Idaho, 
College of Agricultural and Life Sciences. CIS 
1100. Moscow, ID. 
 
Paul Patterson along with Wilson Gray, Larry 
Makus and Neil Meyer, published the “Winter 
2002 Agricultural Outlook,” AEES No. 02-03. 
 
Pieper, R.D., J.A. Tanaka, A.J. Harp, N. Rimbey 
and E.T. Bartlett. 2001. “Juniper and Pinon-
Juniper Woodlands in the West: Can the System 
Support Biomass Removal for Energy 
Production?” Policy Analysis Center for Western 
Public Lands. Policy Paper.  Caldwell, ID.  (also 
available at: 
http://agecon.nmsu.edu/center/pdf/PJ_Final_Rep
ort.pdf ) 
  
Porath, M.L., P.A. Momont, T. DelCurto, N.R. 
Rimbey, J.A. Tanaka and M. McInnis. 2002. 
“Offstream Water and Trace Mineral Salt as 
Management Strategies for Improved Cattle 
Distribution.” Journal of Animal Sciences 
80:346-356. 
 
Rimbey, N., T. Darden and K. Crane. 2002. 
“The Economic Impact of Leafy Spurge in 
Idaho.” In Abstracts: 2002 Society for Range 
Management Annual Meeting. February 13-19. 
Kansas, City, MO.  (also available at: 
http://www.oznet.ksu.edu/srm2002/pdf/Feb15.pd
f )  
 
Salant, Priscilla. “More than Sweet Smelling 
Toilets” commissioned guest column in 
Headwaters News, March 26, 2002. 
http://www.headwatersnews.org 
 

            

Courses/Seminars 
 

• Neil Meyer participated in “Farmer to 
Consumer Enhancing the Connection” at a 
Direct Marketing Workshop in Post Falls, Idaho 
on February 27th. 

• Paul Patterson conducted a workshop on the 
cost of potato production in Idaho at the 34th 
Annual Idaho Potato Conference in Pocatello, 
January 23rd. Also, he and Chris McIntosh 
conducted a workshop on quantifying potato 
production costs, risks and returns and along 
with Larry Makus, conducted a risk 
management workshop for Latah County Grain 
Producers in Genesee, January 31st. 

 

Presentations 
 

Stacie Woodall presented two of her studies 
entitled, “The Economic Feasibility of Growing 
Wine Grapes in Idaho” and “Contribution of the 

Grape and Wine Industry to Idaho’s Economy” at 
the Idaho Grape Growers & Wine Producers 

Annual meeting. 
 

Selahattin Bekmez and Ismail H. Genc presented 
their paper “Is Electorate Homo-Economicus?” at 
the Southwestern Economic Association’s 82nd 

Annual Meeting, March 27th – 31st in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. 

 
J.D. Wulfhorst co-authored and presented a paper 

titled "Presence and Presentation in Tribal 
Fieldwork Situations" at the annual meeting of the 

National Association of Native American Studies in 
Houston, Texas Feb 13th – 15th. His co-authors are 

two undergraduate students, Nicole Kaufman 
(Barnard College/Columbia University) and Sonia 
Ponce (University of Idaho), who worked with him 
during the summer of 2001 as research interns at the 

University of Idaho. 
 

Neil Rimbey traveled to Caldwell, Idaho for 
a presentation on Hay Cost of Production and 

Economic Outlook at the District II Forage School. 
 

Paul Patterson made presentations on cost of hay 
production and on the market outlook for hay at the 



Idaho Hay Association’s regional meeting in 
Idaho Falls, January 7th. Paul also made a 

presentation on mega trends impacting 
agriculture at the 34th Annual Idaho Seed Potato 

Growers’ Seminar. 

 
Noteworthy News 

  
• The most recent copy of John Foltz’s 

newsletter can be viewed at the following 
website: 
http://agweb.ag.uidaho.edu/aers/people/Foltz
/john_foltz_on_sabbatical.htm 

 
• After many years with our department, Neil 

Meyer will be retiring March 29th, 2002. An 
Open House was held from 2:00pm to 4:00 
pm in the BioTech lounge area. 

 
• On March 4th, the Northwest Area 

Foundation launched its new Indicator 
Website, developed by Priscilla Salant and 
First Step Research. For more information 
you may log on to 
http://www.indicators.nwdf.org.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have information you would like to 
include in our next newsletter please contact the 

editor Noél Crisman at: 
P.O. Box 442334 

University of Idaho 
Moscow, ID 83844-2334 

(208) 885-6262 
ngray@uidaho.edu 
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Rural Sociology Department 

University of Idaho 
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Moscow, ID 83844-2334 
(208) 885-7635 
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