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A note from Dr. Van Tassell

| trust everyone has settled back in after a

wonderful holiday break. Thisyear isan
exciting one for us. We hope to continue work
on improving our service in instruction, outreach
and research. It looks like the inevitable has
happened, though. Neil Meyer has set March 29,
2002 as his official retirement day. | know many
of you have expressed regret for the day he
finaly retires. He has been a great asset to
Idaho. We will have a get together March 29 to
honor Neil. More information will be
forthcoming.

Larry Van Tassell
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Awards

Congratulations to Neil Rimbey as he received the
Idaho Section SRM President’s Award December
6™ in Boise, Idaho.

Trips of Interest

October

October 14-16™ Priscilla Salant attended the
Association of Public Data Users annual conference
to learn about small area data from the 2000
Census.

Larry Makus traveled to Richland,
Washington on October 19" to attend the Tri-State
Agricultural Distance Delivery Alliance (TADDA)
Advisory Board meeting with representatives from
Oregon and Washington State.

September 30™" to October 34 Neil Rimbey
was in Moab, Utah at the WCC-55 Annua Mesting.
Additionally, October 26™" through the 28" Neil
traveled to Las Vegas, Nevada for the PACWPL
Board Meeting and October 29" through
November 1% Neil attended the W192 meeting on
the GAMs modeling project (Torell, Godfrey,
Tanaka, Darden) in Caldwell, Idaho.



November

J.D. Wulfhorst toured several
prospective research sites in Costa Rica after
Thanksgiving with the Interdisciplinary IGERT
Faculty team to assess possible PhD projects for
IGERT doctoral fellows in conjunction with the
tropical agricultural research and Higher
Education Center (CATIE) in Turrialba, Costa
Rica

On November 5" & 6™ Neil Rimbey was
in Coeur d’ Alene, Idaho at the Cattle Association
Convention. Neil also traveled to Boise, Idaho
on November 14" to attend the BLM Lower
Snake District Advisory Committee meeting. On
the 19™ Neil was in Bruneau, Idaho for the A to
Z Retained Ownership Calf Processing (314
Steers) meeting. Neil traveled to Boise, Idaho for
the District 11 3" Y ear Review Presentations on
November 19" and then traveled again to
Bruneau, Idaho for the A to Z Retained
Ownership Calf Processing (252 Heifers).
Finally, Neil wasin Boise on the 27" — 29" to
meet with the CALS Planning Teams.

Joe Guenthner and Laura Atchley went to
South Africafor two weeksin November. They
are conducting research on the economics of
genetically modified potatoes in developing
countries. The Agricultural Biotechnology
Support Project (ABSP) at Michigan State
University funds the project.

In December, Neil Meyer was in Reno
planning the 2002 National Public Policy
Conference. This conference will be held Sep
16™M — 17", 2002.

December

December 6" — 7" Neil Rimbey attended
the Society for Range Management and Idaho
Rangeland Resource Commission symposium
and meeting in Boise, Idaho. Neil also traveled
to the lowa Beef Processors for the Gathering A

to Z Yearling Carcass Data in Boise, 1daho
December 16 — 17",
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Courses/Seminars

J.D. Wulfhorst conducted two focus groups
in Spokane, Washington and Coeur D’ Alene,
Idaho in early December as a part of the
socia assessment of the Idaho Panhandle
National Forests being conducted for the
U.S. Forest Service.

Presentations

JD. Wulfhorst presented “ Getting Our Hands
Dirty: Service Learning and the Confederated
Tribes of Umatilla Indians’ at the Western
Regional Teaching Symposium on October 1% in
Honolulu, Hawaii.

On October 22" Larry Makus presented “What
is Marketing Plus Marketing Strategies?’ in
Clarkston, Washington as part of the Nx Level
program for agricultural entrepreneurs.

Larry Makus presented “ Small Grains Outlook”
at the Pullman Chamber of Commerce at the
Agriculture Outlook Program in Pullman,
Washington.

Priscilla Salant presented, “Rural 1daho:
Challenged to Change” in Caldwell, 1daho
November 8" — 9"

In November Nell Meyer had two poster
sessions on the Idaho Producer survey of Farm
bill concerns. They were respectively at the
Idaho Grain Producers Convention and at the
Idaho Association of Soil and Water
Conservation Didtricts; both meetings were in
Boise, Idaho.

Neil also had presentations at two committees at
the Soil and Water Conservation Districts
Convention.

Noteworthy Etc., Etc., Etc.

7

% Megan Guenthner, daughter of Joe and Terri
Guenthner, completed a successful volleyball
season at Moscow High School. She won the
following awards: Idaho District 2 All Star, All
Border League, All Palouse, All North Idaho
and All State.
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If you have information you would like to
include in our next newdletter please contact the
editor Noél Gray at:
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