
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
                        

 
 
 
 

A note from Dr. Van Tassell 
 

Hope the summer went well for 
everyone--that it was enjoyable and productive.  
AERS recently had an outstanding faculty 
retreat.  The faculty was very insightful and 
willing to go the extra mile for our future 
students.  I think you will like the changes that 
will be implemented in our department over the 
next couple of years as a result of this productive 
retreat.  We also just got confirmation that Dr. 
Lorie Higgins will join our faculty in January 
2002.  Her appointment will be 
extension/research in the area of Rural 
Sociology.  She is a recent graduate of 
Washington State University and has tremendous 
facilitative and process skills.  We will introduce 
her further in our next newsletter after she 
arrives in Moscow.  Have a great fall. 
 
Larry Van Tassell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Awards 
Congratulations! A few members of our department 

were recognized for their diligence with the 
following awards: 

v Neil Meyer – was awarded the Farm 
Foundation R.J. Hildreth Award for Career 
Achievement Public Issues in Education on 
September 16th in San Antonio, Texas at the 
National Public Policy Conference. Also, Neil was 
awarded the Epsilon Sigma Phi Regional 
Distinguished Service Award on September 22 in 
Albany, New York. 
v Larry Makus   -Recognized by AAEA for 
services as an SS-AAEA Advisor from 1998-2001 
on August 7, 2001.             
 

 
Trips of Interest 

June/July, 2001 
June 14th to August 16th Stephen Devadoss 

was in India exploring market potentials for apples 
and potatoes in India.  

July 9th Neil Rimbey met with Kathy Ewert 
of the State Controller’s Office on issues relative to 
the State Land Revenue Generation Project. 

Larry Makus, Neil Rimbey and Larry Van 
Tassell were in Logan, Utah attending the WAEA 
meetings July 10th-11th. 
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July 12th Neil Rimbey attended the 
Leadership Idaho Agriculture program and 
graduation of Class XVIII in Boise.  

Neil also attended the Society for Range 
Management summer meeting in Elko, Nevada 
July 17th-19th. 

Joe Guenthner was an invited participant 
in the National Potato Council summer meeting 
in Bellingham, Washington July 11-13 and the 
Idaho Potato Commission meeting on July 19. 

Evan Glenn traveled to Southeast Idaho 
to gather qualitative data on public perceptions 
related to Environmental cleanup and waste 
management at the INEEL. 

July 31st Neil Rimbey traveled to 
Owyhee County with Brad Beckman and Kristin 
Keith to shoot video footage for an upcoming 
video release. 
 
August, 2001 

Neil Meyer was in Valley County 
working with local extension educators on data 
collection regarding natural resources and 
hospitality industry employees. 
 Larry Makus, Chris McIntosh and Larry 
Van Tassell were in Chicago, Illinois attending 
the AAEA meetings.  
 Evan Glenn attended a symposium on 
Water and Rural History at the University of 
Nevada, Reno. 
   
  

Publications 
Araji, A.A. and S. Love. “The Benefits of Public 
Investments in Northwest Potato Breeding 
Research,” Idaho Agricultural Experiment 
Station, University of Idaho, Moscow, ID 83844. 
2001. 
 
Araji, A.A., Z.O. Abdo, and P. Joyce. “Efficient 
use of animal manure on cropland- economic 
analysis,” Bioresource Technology 79: 179-191, 
February 2001.  
 
Araji, A.A. and Z.O. Abdo. “Optimal Utilization 
of Animal Manure on Cropland,” Issued in 
furtherance of cooperative Extension, University 
of Idaho, Moscow, ID 83844. September, 2001. 
 

Conner, Richard, Andrew Seidl, Larry Van Tassell 
and Neal Wilkens.  “US Grasslands and Related 
Resources:  An Economic and Biological Trends 
Assessment.”  Texas A&M Univ. Exp. Sta. Bull., 
June 2001. 
 
Devadoss, Stephen and K. Lanclos. “Impacts of 
Generic and Brand Advertising,” Journal of Food 
Product Marketing. Vol. 6 No. 4, 2001. 
 
Falxa, Kitri, Larry W. Van Tassell, and John P. 
Hewlett.  “Advantages of Multispecies Grazing: 
Perceptions of Idaho and Wyoming Producers,” 
Sheep & Goat Research Journal.  17(2001): 1-8. 
 
Foltz, John, Wendy Elam, and Toni Kemp. 
“Alternative Markets for Idaho Forages and 
Cooperative Marketing Ideas for Forage 
Producers,” June, 2001. 
 
Foltz, John. “Swimming in a Sea of Information,” 
Feed and Grain, August/September, 2001. 
 
May, Gary, Larry W. Van Tassell, Michael A. 
Smith and James W. Waggoner. "Profitability of 
Establishing Basin Wildrye for Winter Grazing.”  
Journal of the American Society of Farm Managers 
and Rural Appraisers. (2001):72-80. 
 
Neil Meyer published two articles in the May 
edition of Idaho Economics; they are entitled: 
“Make Idaho a Better Place to Live” and “Poverty 
in Idaho: Why We Need More Living Wage Jobs.” 
The later was co-authored with Judy Brown. 
 
Nelson, James R. “Review of Tools for Farmland 
Protection and Programs from Various States that 
have Utilized these Tools,” A.E. Extension Series 
No. 01-09, Department of Agricultural Economics 
and Rural Sociology, University of Idaho, Moscow. 
Discussion paper presented to the Idaho Food 
Producers Ag. Lands Preservation Committee, June 
2001. 
 
Nelson, James R. “Social and Economic 
Characteristics of Latah County, Idaho- 1969-
1998,” A.E. Extension Series No. 01-07, 
Department of Agricultural Economics and Rural 
Sociology, University of Idaho, Moscow, 
Discussion paper presented at University of Idaho 



extension workshop on social and economic 
characteristics of Idaho counties, June 2001. 
 
 
 

 
 

Courses/Seminars 
♦ The Northwest Agribusiness Leadership 

Conference was held in Moscow July 14-19.  
AERS faculty who served as instructors included 
Larry Makus, John Foltz and Joe Guenthner. 

♦ Neil Meyer co-authored a session at WAEA 
in Logan, Utah on July 11th. The workshop was 
on “Managing Public Lands in the 21st Century.” 
The topic was “Demands Public Land Users put 
on Rural Communities”, this was a joint session 
with Bruce Godfrey of Utah State University. 

♦ James Nelson participated in training for 
preparation for teaching courses to farmers and 
entrepreneurs on developing plans to take 
advantage of new opportunities. 

♦ Chris Mc Intosh attended the AAEA annual 
meetings in Chicago, IL, including a pre-
conference titled “Developing a Learning 
Environment Where All Students Seek to 
Excel.” 

Presentations 
Neil Rimbey presented a talk on the Policy 

Analysis Center for Western Public Lands at the 
Public Lands Policy Symposium on July 11th. 

 
Neil also presented an update to the Board of 

Directors on the development of a financial plan 
for the Society for Range Management 

organization on July 17th-19th. 
 

Larry Van Tassell presented “An Economic 
Analysis of Regular vs. Late Weaning Calves in 
the Western Plains” and “The Future of Public 

Land Grazing as Seen by Rancher, Agency, 
Environmental, and University Personnel” at the 

Western Agricultural Economics Association 
meetings in Logan, Utah. 

 
John Foltz presented a session “E-Commerce for 
Agriculture” to students with the Agribusiness 

Leadership Conference (ALC) program in Moscow 
on July 17th. 

 
Joe Guenthner was an invited speaker at a 
colloquium titled "The Future of Vegetable 

Production Systems in the Midwestern United 
States."  The University of Wisconsin Horticulture 
Department sponsored the event, which was held 

June 21, 2001 in Madison, Wisconsin.  Guenthner's 
presentation was titled "Last Man Standing in 

Potatoes: How can the Midwest Remain 
Competitive?" 

 
Larry Makus presented a session on “Marketing 
Strategies” to the Western Agricultural Bankers 

School on May 21st and 22nd. 
 
Evan Glenn presented the paper “Social Reaction to 
Transuranic waste Incineration in Southeast Idaho: 

A New Social Movement Analysis” in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, August 15th-18th. 

 
Jim Araji and Joe Guenthner presented the papers 

“The economic and environmental impacts of 
investments in the development and adoption of 
genetically modified potato” and “The economic 

and environmental impacts of investment in 
agricultural biotechnology research” at the Fifth 

International Conference on Biotechnology, Science 
and Modern Agriculture: A New Industry at the 
Dawn of the Century in Ravello, Italy, June 15th-

18th. 
 

Jim Araji also presented the paper “Functions, 
resource allocation, and the productivity of the state 

agricultural experiment station” at the annual 
meeting of NC-208 in Berkley, California in March, 

2001. 

 
 

Noteworthy Etc., Etc., Etc. 
  
v Congratulations to John Foltz’ son, John, who 
placed 4th in the Northwest Senior Sectional Swim 
Meet held in Gresham, Oregon, July 25th-26th. 
Many college swimmers from across the U.S. 
attended this meet and with this swim he qualified 



for the U.S. Open Swim Meet to be held in 
Long Island, New York at the end of 
November. 
v Joe Guenthner chairs a committee that is 
developing a proposal for the US to host the 
World Potato Congress in 2006.  Committee 
members come from national potato 
organizations, state potato organizations, 
industry and academia.  The Congress, held 
every three years, will be in Kunming, China in 
2003. 
v Larry Makus’ daughter, Erin, graduated 
from Pacific University with a degree in 
mathematics. 
v Evan Glenn aided an USU graduate student 
in search of gathering data on the Fluvial 
Geomorphology of the Desolation Canyon 
stretch of the Green River in Utah. 
v James Nelson participated throughout the 
summer on Idaho Food Producers Ag Lands 
Preservation Committee. The committee 
drafted policy recommendations to food 
producers, which are now under consideration. 
v John and Barbara Foltz were chaperones for 
66 swimmers from the Inland Empire to the 
Western Zones Championship Swim meet in 
Maui, Hawaii held August 7th-11th. 
v John was also the course director for 
“Scoutmaster Fundamentals” training for 
Scoutmasters in the Boy Scouts of America. He 
represented the Chief Kamiaken district. 
v Chris McIntosh represented the College of 
Agricultural and Life Sciences and the 
University of Idaho’s Idaho Falls Campus at 
the Eastern Idaho State Fair. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have information you would like to 
include in our next newsletter please contact the 

editor Noél Gray at: 
P.O. Box 442334 

University of Idaho 
Moscow, ID 83844-2334 

(208) 885-6262 
ngray@uidaho.edu 

Agricultural Economics and 
Rural Sociology Department 

University of Idaho 
P.O. Box 442334 

Moscow, ID 83844-2334 
(208) 885-7635 

Fax (208) 885-5759 
 


