
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
                        

 
 
 
 

A note from Dr. Van Tassell 
This spring has been one of notoriety for 

our department. We have had several members, 
both faculty and students, recognized for their 
achievements. I would especially like to 
recognize John Foltz for receiving the University 
of Idaho’s Excellence in Teaching Award and 
Joel Hamilton for receiving the Gamma Sigma 
Delta outstanding Research Award, and Neil 
Meyer for receiving the WAEA Career Award. 
Students that have especially honored our 
department are Toni Kemp and Lacey Price. 
Toni received the College’s Outstanding Senior 
Award and Lacey received the College’s 
outstanding Sophomore Award. Our 
Agribusiness Club also was honored by the 
College as the Club of the Year. Thanks goes to 
our club officers (Toni Kemp, Lindy Hill, Travis 
Parrish and Jessica Krebs) and advisors (John 
Foltz and Larry Makus) for all their hard work. 

Please let us know if there is anything 
that peaks your interest in this newsletter that we 
can provide further information on. I hope you 
have a great summer. 
 
Larry Van Tassell 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the graduating 
students of the College of 
Agricultural Economics! 

 
Greg Robert Branson, Nez Perce 
Benjamin Mark Eborn, Lanark 

Daniel Dale Galbreath, Ritzville, WA 
Corby L. Garrett, Homedale 

Matthew John Hornbacher, American Falls 
Summa cum laude 

Aaron C. Kelly, Blackfoot 
Toni Lee Kemp, Lexington, OR 

Cheryl Lynne Kile, St. John, WA 
Troy Lloyd Kimball, Castleford 

Virginia Lorraine Klein, Milton-Freewater, OR 
Lars Kenneth Larsen, Filer 

Staci Lea Loiland, Athena, OR 
Travis Charlie Parish, King Hill 
Gregory Alan Rambo, Murtaugh 

Adam Wayne Simmons, Rigby 
Randall E. Young, Meridian 
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New to Our Department 
 We have a new addition to our 
department!  

Sawir Yakup graduated in 1996 with an 
MS from this department with a specialty in 
Resource Economics. Currently, he is working 
on his thesis for his second MS in Statistics from 
the Division of Statistics here at the U of I. In the 
meantime, he is working part time as a research 
assistant to Priscilla Salant. Also, Sawir works 
part time for the Inside Idaho project at the 
Government Document Office at the U of I 
library. We are thrilled to have him as a part of 
our department! 

 
College of Agriculture has 

changed its name! 
The College of Agriculture has a new name! To 

capture the full breadth of the College’s 
activities, the College of Agriculture has changed 
its name to The College of Agricultural and Life 

Sciences. 
  
 

Awards 
Congratulations! A few members and students of 
our department were recognized for their efforts 

with the following awards: 
v John Foltz- was awarded the University of 
Idaho Award for Teaching Excellence, 2001. 
v Neil Meyer- received the Outstanding 
Career Award from the Western Agricultural 
Economics Association. 
v Joel Hamilton- was awarded the Gamma 
Sigma Delta award for Outstanding Research in 
Agriculture. 
v Lindy Hill, Benjamin Harris, Lacey Price 
and Nathan Reagan were awarded $500 each 
from the William E. Folz Scholarship. 
v The following students were awarded $300 
from the Faculty Scholarship: Kenneth 
Thomas, Jerri Burger, Mindy Graven, 
Mandi Feldman, Jason Davenport, Chris 
Spencer, Stephanie Taylor, Katy Morrison, 
Kira Paine, and Sarah Schorzman. 

v Toni Kemp- received the Western 
Agricultural Economics Association Outstanding 
Senior of the Year Award. 
v Lacey Price received the College of 
Agriculture’s Outstanding Sophomore award. 
v The following College of Agriculture students 
were nominated for these awards: Jerri Jo 
Burger was nominated for the Capital Press 
Outstanding Freshman in Agriculture award and 
Kenneth Thomas was nominated for the Capital 
Press Outstanding Junior in Agriculture award. 
v Larry Makus  received a nomination for 
Outstanding Academic Advisor. 
v The Agribusiness Club won the Club of the 
Year award. 

 
                    Upcoming Events! 
Ø The grand opening of the Agriculture 
Biotechnology Laboratory took place June 21 at 
2:30pm. There were guided tours every 15 
minutes and hors d’oeuvres. The Biotechnology 
Laboratory dedication and donor recognition will 
take place during Ag Days, September 28-29, 
2001. 
Ø August 17th the Ag Econ departments at WSU 
and the U of I will have a social outing. Grab your 
bowling balls, golf balls, and volleyballs and join 
the fun from 2:30 to 6:00pm. A barbeque at 
Krugel Park will immediately follow.  
Reservations have been made at Zeppos and the 
WSU golf course. Later notice will be sent on 
costs and sign up. If you would like more 
information please contact Noel Gray at 
ngray@uidaho.edu. 
 

 
Trips of Interest 

April, 2001 
 The Agribusiness Club took a field trip to 
Spokane, Washington to visit Purina Mills Inc. 
livestock feed plant; there were seven students in 
attendance. 
 
 April 4-6, Dr. Cooke attended the Southern 
Regional Association meetings in Austin, Texas. 
Dr. Cooke also chaired the NE-162 Rural 
Development Research meeting while in Austin. 
 



 J.D. Wulfhorst traveled to San Francisco 
the 17th-19th to attend and present at the 
Interdisciplinary Watershed Management 
Conference.  
 J.D. also made a presentation to a WSU 
IGERT group on nuclear waste storage on native 
lands. 
 
 Dr. Devadoss was in Seattle, Washington 
on April 27th-29th to participate in and chair a 
session in the WTO and World Trade 
workshops. 
 
 April 24th-25th Dr. Nelson traveled to 
Boise to participate in the Idaho Food Producers 
Transferable Development Rights Committee 
meeting. While there, he also collected data for 
the Idaho Transportation Department Proximally 
Damages study. 
 
 Larry Makus and Larry Van Tassell 
attended another TADDA meeting with 
Agricultural Economics and Agricultural Science 
department heads for U of I, OSU, and WSU in 
Pendleton, Oregon. 
 
 Paul Patterson attended the U of I 
College of Agriculture Extension Conference in 
Sun Valley where he and Neil Rimbey hosted 
another successful AgEcondo. 
 

Neil Rimbey attended the annual U of I 
Extension Conference in Sun Valley, Idaho on 
April 2nd-5th. On the 16th and 17th he met with 
Tom Bartlett in Caldwell, on a forage evaluation 
project that they have with the USFS. Also, Neil 
met with John Martin, BLM State Economist, in 
Boise on April 26th to discuss potential research 
projects. 
 
 
May, 2001 
 The 15th and 16th, Neil Meyer attended 
the Community Review of Kooskia as part of a 
team to help community leaders vision and make 
decisions. 
 
 Stacie Woodall attended “Wine Trends 
2001” in Santa Rosa, California on the 17th-19th. 

The meeting gave an overview of the wine grape 
market and discussed trends in the seven dominant 
varieties. 
 
 Priscilla Salant was in Annapolis, Maryland 
to participate in an assessment of the Ford 
Foundation’s Rural Community College Initiative. 
 
 Jim Nelson was busy in the month of May. 
On the 22nd he traveled to Boise to the Idaho State 
Department of Agriculture offices to participate in a 
meeting of the Idaho Food Producers Transferable 
Development Rights Committee to work on ideas to 
protect Idaho farmland from conversion to 
development. Also, he met with personnel from the 
Idaho Transportation Department to discuss 
progress on research to develop procedures for 
estimating proximity damages to property owners 
associated with road construction. 
 
  

May 8th-9th, Paul Patterson, Neil Rimbey 
and Wilson Gray were in Moscow for the 
department’s spring extension planning meeting and 
departmental faculty meeting. 
 

On May 10th Paul Patterson and Chris 
McIntosh attended the Idaho Falls Commencement 
of the University of Idaho where Adam Simmons 
received his B.S. in Agricultural Economics, 
Agribusiness.  Adam is the second student to 
complete an Ag Business degree at Idaho Falls. 
 
 Paul Patterson and Chris McIntosh attended 
and assisted with the Aggie BBQ for students, staff 
and faculty involved with the College of 
Agriculture’s Idaho Falls Plant Science and 
Agribusiness degree programs on May 19th.  Juliet 
Windes, PSES Dept., hosted the event for the 
second year. 
 
 Neil Rimbey hosted a project team from the 
Policy Analysis Center for Western Public Lands on 
May 18th and 19th. They were preparing a report on 
using Pinon-Juniper as a source for energy 
production on western public lands. The report was 
presented to the PACWPL Board June 1-2 in Salt 
Lake City, Utah.  
 Also, another year of A to Z Retained 
Ownership, Inc. came to a conclusion. The year-end 



meetings of this cooperative cattle feeding and 
marketing ventures were held on June 6th in 
Fruitland and June 7 in Mackay. Twenty-two 
ranches consigned about 500 head of cattle to a 
feeding program conducted at Bruneau Cattle 
Company last fall. They were fed through the 
winter and sold on the rale to Iowa Beef 
Processors Boise plant this April and May. 
Animal performance, carcass data and economic 
analysis of costs and returns were provided to 
participating ranches at the year-end meeting. 
The final report on this year’s project will be 
released later this year. 
 
  
  

Publications 
♦ Albrecht, Stan, Steve Lopez, A.E. Luloff, 

and J.D. Wulfhorst, 2001. “Economic 
Development, Environmental Protection & Rural 
Indian Identity,” May. 
 

♦ Akridge, Jay and John Foltz, 2001. 
“Expanding Your Efforts via Innovative 
Business Arrangements,” Feed and Grain 
Magazine, April/May. 
 

♦ Akridge, Jay, and John Foltz, 2000. 
“ISO/HAACP Plans for Working with Your 
Clientele,” Feed and Grain Magazine, Oct/Nov. 
 

♦ Torell, L. Allen, Neil R. Rimbey, John A. 
Tanaka, Scott Bailey, 2001. “The Lack of a 
Profit Motive for Ranching: Implications for 
Policy Analysis,” Rangeland Resource 
Economics, February. 
 

♦ Torell, L. Allen, Neil R. Rimbey, E. Tom 
Bartlett, Larry W. Van Tassell, and John A. 
Tanaka, 2001. “An Evaluation of the PRIA 
Grazing Fee Formula” Rangeland Resource 
Economics, February. 
 

♦ Harp, Aaron J., Neil R. Rimbey, and Tim 
D. Darden, 2001. “Cohesion, Integration, and 
Attachment in Owyhee County Communities,” 
Rangeland Resource Economics, February. 
 

♦ Rimbey, Neil R., Aaron J. Harp, and Tim D. 
Darden, 2001. “Ranch-Level Economic Impacts of 
Grazing Policy Changes: A Case Study from 
Owyhee County, Idaho,” Rangeland Resource 
Economics, February. 
 

♦ Darden, Tim D., Neil R. Rimbey, Aaron J. 
Harp, and Thomas R. Harris, 2001. “Regional-Level 
Economic Impacts of Grazing Policy Changes: A 
Case Study from Owyhee County, Idaho,” 
Rangeland Resource Economics, February. 
 

♦ Dorfman, J.H., and Christopher S. McIntosh, 
2000. “Imposing Inequality Restrictions: Efficiency 
Gains from Economic Theory,” Economic Letters, 
71:2, 205-209. 
 

♦ Wilson Gray, Larry Makus, Paul Patterson and 
Neil Rimbey published the Spring 20001 Idaho 
Agricultural Outlook in AEE 01-04, April 2001, 
which is available on the department’s Web site. 
 

♦ McIntosh, Christopher, S., T.A Park, and 
Chandrashakar Karnum, 2000. “The Potential 
Impact of Nutrient Management Legislation on the 
U.S. Broiler Industry,” Journal of Environmental 
Management, 60:145-154. 
 

♦ Van Tassell, Larry W., L. Allen Torell, and 
Neil R. Rimbey, 2001. “Grazing on Public Lands in 
the 21st Century,” Rangeland Resource Economics, 
February.  
 

♦ The testimony of Larry Van Tassell before the 
U.S. Senate Committee on Small Business 
regarding the impacts of Forest Service Policy on 
the livestock industry in the western U.S. was 
published in, The U.S. Forest Service: Taking a 
Chain Saw to Small Business. 
 
 
 
 

 
Courses/Seminars 

♦ Neil Meyer attended “Economic Description 
and Linkages in County Workshops” on June 4th-5th 
in Moscow, Idaho. 



♦ Neil also attended Heartland Community 
Success Workshops June 14th in Clarkston, 
Washington. He will attend the Western 
Agricultural Economics Association in Logan, 
Utah July 9th-11th. 

♦ John Foltz attended the WebCt workshop 
June 1, 2001. Also, in May he attended the 
NxLevel Trainer Workshop. 
 

Presentations 
Chris McIntosh and Paul Patterson presented the 
paper “Quantifying Risk in Potato Production” at 

the University of Idaho Potato Conference in 
Pocatello, Idaho, January 2001. 

 
Paul Patterson made a presentation on June 5th to 
the Potato Growers of Idaho summer meeting in 

Elkhorn (Sun Valley) on the impact of potato 
diversion programs on fresh market prices. 

 
Ahmad Gheidi, Lisa Carlson and Jim Jones 

presented the paper “The Costs of Unilateral and 
Multilateral Trade Sanctions: The Case of 

Wheat” at the International Agricultural Trade 
Research Consortium Meetings in Washington 

D.C. on May 19th, 2001. 
 

Jim Jones and Selahattin Bekmez presented the 
paper “User Charges and Cost Recovery: The 
State of Idaho/American Trucking Association 
Case” at the Canadian Transportation Research 
Forum in Vancouver, B.C. on May 8th, 2001. 
This is a part of a $360,000, 3-year research 

contract with the Idaho Transportation 
Technology in which Jim Jones is the principal 
investigator and Dr. Bekmez is the post doctoral 

research associate. 
 

On May 17th Jim Nelson presented a paper at the 
Pacific Northwest Regional Economics Meeting 
in Victoria B.C. The paper entitled “Utilization 
of Income Multipliers to Evaluate Development 

Pressures on Farmland in Canyon County, 
Idaho” was written by Jim Nelson and Sarah 
Schumaker. The paper can be viewed on the 

internet at: http://www.web.uidaho.edu/jnelson/. 
 

Jim Nelson made a presentation to the Western 
Agricultural Bankers School on economic 

outlook for U.S. agriculture policy issues for the 
future on May 24th, 2001. 

 
Chris McIntosh and Larry Makus presented “Multi-

State/Multi-Institution Agribusiness Distance 
Education Offerings: Issues, Advantages, and 
Disadvantages” at the annual meeting of the 

American Agricultural Economics Association in 
Tampa, Florida, August 2000. 

 
Chris McIntosh presented “Agricultural, Food, and 
Agribusiness Marketing Courses in Undergraduate 
Curricula” at the annual meeting of the American 
Agricultural Economics Association in Tampa, 

Florida in August 2000. 
 

Chris McIntosh presented “Diversity Among 
Satellite Campus Undergraduate Agribusiness 
Degree Programs” at the annual meeting of the 

American Agricultural Economics Association in 
Tampa, Florida in August 2000. 

 
Y. Saito and Chris McIntosh presented “Relative 
Performance Evaluation and Efficient Use of Tax 

Dollars: An Output Distance Function Approach” at 
the North American Productivity Workshop in June 

2000. 
 

Y. Saito and Chris McIntosh also presented 
“Evaluating Educational Efficiency” at the Western 

Economic Association International, July 2000. 
 
 

Noteworthy Etc., Etc., Etc. 
  
v Congratulations to John Foltz’ son, John, who 
graduated from Moscow High this June and has 
been accepted on the swim team at Ohio State 
University where he will be attending this fall. He 
was also notified that he placed 2nd nationally in a 
flag essay competition sponsored by the Fleet 
Reserve Association (Navy) and will be receiving 
a $3,000 U.S. Savings Bond. 
 
v Steve Cooke was interviewed and quoted in 
the April 13th edition of the Chronicle of Higher 
Education in a lead article “The Backlash Against 
Hiring Couples” on thriving couples at 
universities. 



 
v Steve was also interviewed by Benjamin 
Shors of the Spokesman Review on the 
meaning of population and economic changes 
in Kootenai and Shoshone counties between 
1990-2000. He analyzed the rate of growth in 
jobs by sector for each county and compared 
that to changes in population by age groups. 
 
v Chris McIntosh was a graduate of class 
XVII, Leadership of Idaho Agriculture, 
February 2001. 
 
 
v J.D. Wulfhorst served as a poster judge at 
the U of I for Senior Environmental Science 
Posters in May 
 
v J.D. also participated in a three day retreat 
to plan Core Discovery Courses for ’01-’02 
class. Syllabus available in August. 
 
v Along with these projects J.D. began 
fieldwork and interviews for a new project with 
the Forest Service. He is conducting a Social 
Assessment of communities in the Idaho 
Panhandle National Forests (IPNF) region in 
preparation for the upcoming IPNF Forest 
Revision Plan. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
If you have information you would like to 

include in our next newsletter please contact the 
editor Noél Gray at: 

P.O. Box 442334 
University of Idaho 

Moscow, ID 83844-2334 
(208) 885-6262 

ngray@uidaho.edu 

Agricultural Economics and 
Rural Sociology Department 

University of Idaho 
P.O. Box 442334 

Moscow, ID 83844-2334 
(208) 885-7635 

Fax (208) 885-5759 
 


